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BLAIR’S BRITAIN 


6,000 fire jobs to go 


DEPUTY PRIME Minister John 
Prescott has revealed the reality of 
the deal which ended the 
firefighters’ dispute. 

He said on Monday that 6,000 
jobs, one in ten, could be cut under 
government plans to “modernise” 
the service. 

In addition some fire stations in 
city centres will be closed and the 
valuable land sold off. 

Cover will also be withdrawn 
from some stations at night, even 
though this is the time when most 
fire deaths occur. 

Control rooms are likely to be 
merged between brigades to cut 
costs. 

The proposals are a direct 
attack on firefighters, the fire 
service and the FBU. Many 
firefighters at a local level will want 
to confront the cuts and job 
losses. 

North London firefighter Paul 
Emburtry said, “Firefighters will 
have the resilience to resist these 
attacks, with or without the current 
leadership.” 

Resistance is needed, and every 
trade union should back 
firefighters if they do campaign 
against these plans. 


Jarvis accused again 


RAIL BOSSES are to axe 2,000 
jobs and say the timetable 
shambles will last for another ten 
years. This announcement came 
just days after they pocketed £1 
million bonuses. 

Unions threatened strike action 
after the announcement. 

The cuts plan came from 
Network Rail, the “non-profit” 
company in charge of track and 
infrastructure. 

Meanwhile it was revealed that 
rail firm Jarvis, responsible for the 
line at the Potters Bar rail crash, 


Blair and Straw during a key parliamentary debate on the war— they lied 
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IRAQ 


Orange march 
setfor Basra? 


THE LATEST British contribution to 
peace and stability in Iraq is to send one 
of Northern lreland’s top policemen to 
run policing in the city of Basra. 

Stephen White is an assistant chief 
constable in the Northern Ireland police 
force. His “achievements” include 
policing “flashpoints” like Drumcree. 

At Drumcree police have battered 
Catholics off the streets to allow Loyalist 
bigots to parade through the Catholic 
areas. 


Less carrot, 
more stick 


THE US and Britain are abandoning 
promises to bring democracy to Iraq and 
turning to increased military repression. 

“US commanders have ordered a halt 
to local elections and self rule in 
provincial cities across lraq,” reports the 
US paper the Washington Post. 

The US occupying forces are 
“choosing instead to install their own 
handpicked mayors and administrators, 
many of whom are former Iraqi military 
leaders”. 

The paper reports that “the most 
recent order to stop planning for 
elections was made by Major Ray 
Odierno, commander of the 4th Infantry 
Division, which controls the northern half 
of Iraq. It follows similar decisions by the 
3rd Infantry Division in central Iraq and 
those of British commanders in the 
south.” 

Iraqi generals and police colonels 
with close ties to Saddam Hussein’s 
Ba’ath Party are now mayors of adozen 
cities, including Samarra, Najaf, Tikrit, 
Balad and Baqubah. 


Sorry, we got 


Do you remember the 
claims that were made to 
Justify the slaughter in 
Iraq? 
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has failed to carry out maintenance 
work on a vital high-speed line. 

Points on the line south of York, 
on the busy London to Edinburgh 
line, should be serviced every 56 
days. 

Jarvis has failed to even look at 
the points for 220 days, according 
to the RMT rail union. 


We don’t trust bosses 


EIGHT OUT of ten people don’t 
trust directors of big companies, 
according to anew MORI poll. 

The poll shows that the anti- 
corporate mood goes much wider 
and deeper than the huge anti- 
capitalist demonstrations of the 
last four years. 

The poll also found that three 


The International Atomic Energy Au- 
thority says the documents the claim was 
based on were “blatant forgeries”. 

The US CIA confirmed that the docu- 
ments were forgeries back in February 
2002—seven months before Blair’s 


the wrongman 


HUNDREDS OF demonstrators took to 
the streets of Najaf last week to demand 
elections and the removal of interim 
governor Abdul Munim Abud, a former 
artillery colonel. 

The US authorities were forced to 
arrest the colonel and admit they had 
“made a mistake”! 

The occupiers claim the resistance is 
simply “remnants of Saddam’s regime”. 
However that can’t explain all the 
opposition the US has faced. 


BEHIND THE noise of the row between r : s dossier was produced. 


@“Traq has developed mobile laboratories 
for biological warfare agents.” 


the government and the BBC over the war 
on Iraq one thing is absolutely clear. 
Tony Blair lied to justify the war, and is The lorries the US claimed were such 
still lying today. < mobile labs turned out to be nothing of the 
“There is not a single fact in either : £ kind—and with their open sides covered 
dossier that is actually disputed,” claimed | i Pons! £ only with canvas were hardly suitable for 
Blair last week. He was trying to defend any kind of “lab”. 
the two dossiers his government produced @ “Traq has illegal al-Samoud missiles 
in the run-up to war. with a range of 650 kilometres which 
In fact they were packed with lies. could attack British bases in Cyprus.” 
@ “Traq has chemical and biological Even the al-Samoud missiles that UN 
weapons which could be activated within inspectors declared “illegal” and which 
45 minutes.” were destroyed in the run-up to war had a 
In the months since the war officially range of just 183 kilometres. 


Jess Hurd wwwreportdigital.co.uk 


ended not a shred of evidence has been 
found to show the Iraqi regime had chem- 
ical or biological weapons, still less that it 
could use them within 45 minutes. 
@“Traq has sought significant quantities 
of uranium from Africa.” That meant 
Iraq was “reconstituting” its nuclear 


quarters of people believe that 
“directors of large companies are 
paid too much for the job they do”. 


Less cashif sacked 


THE GOVERNMENT has drawn up 
plans to make older workers 
receive less redundancy pay. 

At the moment workers must 
receive a payment of at leasta 
week and a half pay for every year 
they’ve worked over the age of 41. 

Now the governmentis 
proposing changing the law so 
that workers will only get one 
week’s wages for every year over 
the age of 41 worked. 
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Sent to their deaths by Tony Blair 


“TT WAS murder.” That was 
the claim by the British army, 
echoed by most of the media, 
on the deaths of six British 
soldiers in Iraq last week. 

There certainly was murder 
in the town of Majar al-Kabir 
last week. 

It was committed by British 
soldiers, as they shot dead at 


least five Iraqi civilians and 
injured many more. 

The six soldiers were killed 
after this, when local Iraqis 
reacted furiously to those 
murders. 

The British troops had 
ignored a written agreement 
not to do weapons searches. 

The people of the area 


liberated it from Saddam’s 
regime before US or British 
troops arrived. They had been 
fighting a guerrilla war from 
the surrounding marshlands 
for decades against Saddam’s 
regime. 

They feared that the British 
troops wanted to seize their 
weapons to make it easier for 


Cover-ups, empty promises and trickery 


WOULD YOU trust Tony 
Blair? 

® Foundation hospitals 
won’t mean privatisation.” 

Blair claims foundation 
hospitals won’t open the 
door to privatisation. 

But every health worker, 
trade unionist and health 
expert knows that this is a 
lie. 

As Dr Miller, the chair of 
the consultants in the BMA 
doctors’ organisation put it, 
foundation hospitals could 
mean “the end of the NHS”. 


®“Our air is not for sale.” 

So announced Labour’s 
Andrew Smith before the 
1997 election. Blair went 
ahead and privatised air 
traffic control anyway. 

Andrew Smith’s reward 
was promotion to chief 
secretary to the Treasury. 
@“Read my lips—no return 
to selection.” 

David Blunkett promised 
no selection in schools, but 
New Labour is bringing in 
specialist schools which are 
allowed to select pupils. 


@‘No return to boom and 
bust.” 

This has been Gordon 
Brown’s mantra about the 
economy. 

But this week official 
figures revealed that 
Britain’s economy is in its 
worst state since the 
recession of the early 1990s. 

New Labour hid the truth 
about all these issues. 

Now they have 
systematically lied about the 
war on Iraq and the 
occupation of that country. 


the US and Britain to impose 
foreign rule on the country. 

Local people were also 
angry that the British used 
dogs in searching people’s 
houses, and that they insulted 
women. 

British soldiers were sent to 
war ona lie and their deaths are 
Blair’s fault. 


Turn to page 9 for Alex Callinicos 
on what’s happening in Iraq 


Socialist Review 


The monthly magazine of the Socialist Workers Party 


Are V5) Wilae 
lakelp Orwellian 
ale|aitantsttsts 


Orwell centenary special 

Orwell in Spain 

Paul Foot on Orwell's politics 
PLUS interview with Robert Fisk 


£2 from Socialist 
Worker sellers, or 
Phone 

020 7538 3308 
sate ‘ 
sr@swp.org.u 
Web 


Pike peste 
u 

Write 

SR, PO Box 82, 
London E3 3LH 


what we think 


“REFORM” USED to mean 
things would improve for the 
better. Under Tony Blair 
“reform” means things will 
get worse. 

New Labour fears its plan for 
the reform of the NHS through 
foundation hospitals could produce 
another rebellion inside its own 
ranks next week in parliament. 

That prospect saw the govern- 
ment attempt to soften up MPs 
this week. 

It scuppered its own bill over 
foxhunting. This has paved the way 
for a vote on an outright ban on 
hunting. 

It wants to use the goodwill built 
up by this to try and push through 
its plan for foundation hospitals. 

This will mean two-tier health- 
care provision— with “super hos- 
pitals” for some, and what's left 
over for the rest of us. 

Changes in people's working 
lives have meant British workers 
have the longest average working 
week out of all the European 
Union countries. 

We also have the least amount 
of paid holidays— just 23 days 
compared to 31 days for workers 
in Germany and Spain. 

“Reform” of the pensions system 
has meant workers face losing the 
chance to get a decent final salary 
pension in their retirement. 

We are living longer. But we 
face working ourselves to ex- 
haustion to get to retirement and 
then a life of poverty. 

This is not just happening in 
Britain. 

Workers in France have faced 
a government determined to force 
through attacks on their pensions. 

In Germany the government 
wants to ram through an attack 
on the working week and cuts in 
benefits. 

These are Thatcherite neo-lib- 
eral policies being championed by 
Tory and Labour-style governments. 

The scale of these attacks 
demand that union leaders match 
the anger of millions of workers 
and lead a fight. 
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The modem. ‘reforms’ 
that make life worse 


PHILIPPINES ANTI-CAPITALIST PROTEST 


Picture: PA Photos/ EPA 


Activists demonstrated against the meeting of the Asian Development Bank and its privatisation policies in Manila, the Philippines, on Monday of this week 


Can we reclaim the Labour Party? 


MILLIONS OF ordinary people are 
crying out for an alternative to Blair. 

The debate over what that alter- 
native should be has sparked some of 
the most passionate speeches at 
recent union conferences. 

Bill Morris, the outgoing leader 
of the TGWU union, has repeatedly 
attacked Blair’s policies. 

But alongside other union lead- 
ers who criticise Blair, he argues to 
foe to reclaim the Labour Party. 
They say there is a “real” Labour 
that can deliver for working people 
that Blair has usurped. 

The 100 years since the Labour 
Party was created have seen increas- 
ing frustration and anger among 
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those who put their faith in the party. 
The eight Labour governments 
have not brought us closer to ending 
war, racism, poverty or inequality. 
From Ramsay MacDonald thro 
to Jim Callaghan, they have all dis- 
appointed their supporters. 
Even the 1945 Labour govern- 
aa which came to power as iat 
isation swept Europe, undermi 
the health service that it had set up. 
Labour nments faced with 
recessions have always turned on 
workers to make them pay for the 
economic crisis. 


So prone: poet htaglruh rs been 
characteri by the attacks they 


have launched on working people, not 


= Fora tee ed ae been | pi 

There always people 
inside the Labour Party who have 
spoken out against these attacks. 

As early as the 1920s critics on 
the party's left condemned the “de- 
cline and fall” of Labour. 

Some of those have been expelled 
for daring to criticise. Others have 
remained inside, trying to find op- 
portunities to raise dissent but all too 
often finding they are lone voices. 

Some of these have stuck hero- 
ically to their principles. But they 
have not changed the Labour Party. 

At different times in Labour’s 
history the party's left wing critics 
have been told they open the door 


to letting the Tories back in. 

The truth is that despair at Labour 
governments and their attacks, and 
the lack of a fightback, has been the 
atmosphere that the Tories have his- 
torically been able to feed off. 

The challenge is to build an al- 
ternative to the left of Labour that 
can be a pole of attraction for those 
angry at Labour, and can encourage 
struggles and debate about a vision 
for a different society. 

If you are interested in those 
sorts of debates come to the Marx- 
ism 2003 event in London starting 
this Friday and the Marxist forums 
that take place round Britain every 
week (see page 12). 


END THE OCCUPATION OF IRAQ 
NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION 


Saturday 27 September 12 noon, central London 
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Saturday 30 August, London 
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DENIS TH 


THE whole political 
establishment has 
united in mourning 
Margaret Thatcher’s 
husband Denis. 

He was nota 
harmless old drunk, 
but a bigoted, racist 
reactionary who 
made a fortune from 
the oil industry. 

He used his 
money to promote 
Thatcher’s right 
sale Me (=xe) Lele pV 
They’ll be no tears 
from workers and 
all the other victims 
of Thatcherism. 


From firefighter 
to groveller 


INSIDE THE System 
wants to be the first to 
congratulate east 
London Labour MP Jim 
Fitzpatrick on his latest 
post. 

He has travelled a 
long road since his days 
as a militant firefighter 
back in the 1970s. 

In the recent 
government reshuffle he 
was given the job of vice 
chamberlain of the royal 
household. 

Fitzpatrick infuriated 
firefighters by his lack of 
support for their recent 
dispute. 

Now Blair has 
rewarded him by making 
him a royal flunky. 


ailed on the 
uses 


THE HOME Office is 
planning to equip buses 
with detention cells to 
interrogate asylum 
seekers. 

The buses will be 
stationed in small towns 
and will be used as 
mobile reporting centres 
for immigration 
officials. 

The Home Office 
denies the buses will be 
used to detain asylum 
seekers. So why have a 
detention “cell”? 

The first bus will be 
piloted in a three-month 
trial starting in August. 


Cash but no 
delivery 


RICHARD Branson’s 
got some cheek. He 
may have delayed 
thousands of people 
travelling on his Virgin 
trains, but he is suing 
train maker Alstom for 
£83 million because 
they are late delivering 
trains. 

At the same time 
Branson is to get a £280 
million handout from tax 
payers because the line 
the trains are meant to 
run on is not yet ready. 


Chanain 


face of 


Mr Charles Clarke 


YOU MIGHT not recog- 
nise him, but the picture 
(above, second from left) 
shows education secre- 
tary Charles Clarke. 

Clarke, then president of the 
National Union of Students, 
was on the platform of a public 
meeting of 200 people in 1975. 

He had rushed to the de- 
fence of 14 people who were on 
trial for trumped-up charges 
very similar to the accusations 
New Labour has thrown at 
George Galloway. 

The 14 were charged with 
conspiracy to break the Incite- 
ment to Disaffection Act. 
Their “crime” was to distrib- 
ute leaflets to soldiers calling 


The ‘new’ Charles Clarke 


for the withdrawal of British 
troops in Ireland. 

A 31 year old lecturer, 
Andrew Lloyd, was charged 
with merely possessing the 
leaflet. 


Lloyd told Preston crown 
court, “All soldiers should be al- 
lowed to think for themselves. 
They should be allowed to join 
a union. 

“Tf this is not allowed and 
they are expected to obey orders 
without question then what you 
could end up with is Nazism, 
fascism, Chilean-style.” 

Labour officials have sus- 
pended Galloway for urging 
troops not to fight in the war in 
Iraq and for accusing Blair and 
Bush of acting like wolves. 

Strangely one figure has 
been missing from the cam- 
paign to defend Galloway—the 
one-time defender of free 
speech, Charles Clarke. 


More used as guinea pigs 


INSIDE THE System last 
week reported on the scan- 
dal of giant drug company 
Pfizer using children in 
botched drug trials. 

Now a new scandal has 
come to light. Up to 2,000 or- 
phaned and illegitimate chil- 
dren across Northern Ireland 
children’s homes may have 
been experimented on by 
drugs firm Wellcome in the 
60s and early 70s. 

Children in the homes 
were used as “guinea pigs” 


Tela 


174 


million 


dollars is the average 
income of the 400 on 
the top wages in the 
US during the year 
2000. This is 
quadruple the $46.8 
million average eight 
years earlier. 


and given experimental vac- 
cinations for rubella, whoop- 
ing cough, diphtheria, 
tetanus and polio. 

Wellcome is now a sub- 
sidiary of drugs giant Glaxo- 
SmithKline. 

Already the Laffoy Com- 
mission has identified 211 
children who took part in 
three trials. But many more 
may be involved. 

Campaigner Victor Boy- 
han, who grew up ina home 
in Dun Laoghaire, County 


Dublin, said, “There are now 
about 2,000 people who are 
potentially involved in this. 

“Some show symptoms 
of liver complaints. They are 
anxious and wish to have 
their fears allayed. 

“We went through years 
when these institutions 
denied all this. But they’ve 
now admitted that drug 
trials did take place. But 
how did companies like 
Wellcome gain access to 
these institutions?” 


Bush's soap script 


GEORGE BUSH'S aides 
have commissioned a new 
docudrama glamorising and 
beefing up his handling of the 
11 September attacks. 

It is a desperate attempt to 
drum up support for him 
during next year’s presidential 
elections. 

In the docudrama Bush 
says, “If some tin horn terrorist 
wants me, tell him to come 
and get me.” 

In real life Bush carried on 
reading to a group of primary 
school children after he was 
informed that a plane had 
smashed into the first tower. 

According to the script, 
leaked to a Canadian 
newspaper, Bush says, “I 


won't be seeking a declaration 
of war. With a shadowy 
enemy, specificity makes that 
problematic.” 

The drama has several 
Republican lackeys behind it 
including conservative 
producer and writer Lionel 
Chetwynd and Bush’s chief 
political strategist, Karl Rove. 

Rove dreamed up Bush’s 
Top Gun style landing on an 
aircraft carrier after the Iraq 
war ended. 

A MAN in Rhodiad, Wales, 
is due to stand trial for 
having a “harassing” or 
“distressing” sticker in his 
car. 

The sticker poked fun at 
George W Bush. 


WHO SAYS? 


"We will capture 
or kill them until 
we have 
imposed law and 
order on this 
country. We 
dominate the 
scene and we 
will continue to 
impose our will 
on this country.” 
PAUL BREMER 

US overlord in Iraq 


“We clearly made 
a mistake with 
this chap.” 
SPOKESPERSON FOR 
THE US IN IRAQ 

after US forces arrested 
Abdul Munim Abud, who 
the US had appointed 
as governor of Najaf 


"It is our firm 
view that 
Number 10 tried 
to intimidate the 
BBC in its 
reporting of 
events leading 
up to the war 
and during the 
course of the 
war itself.” 
RICHARD SAMBROOK 
head of BBC News 

on Alastair Campbell's 
accusation that the 
BBC lied over Tony 


Blair’s dossiers on the 
war on Iraq 


“It is no longer 
fashionable just 
to be on the left. 
These days to be 
really hip, 
politically 
groovy, you have 
to be on the 
outside left.” 
BILL MORRIS 


outgoing TGWU union 
leader 


“The NHS is 
being distorted 
by trickery and 
ruses. The 
government’s 
targets cannot be 
achieved without 
massaging the 
figures so that 
treatment moves 
away from the 
patients in most 
need.” 

DR IAN BOGLE 
chair of the British 
Medical Association 
attacking the 


government’s waiting 
lis ts 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 


3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
monthly raffle for a book. 


‘The paper keeps 
us all together’ 


SOCIALIST WORKER is different from all other 
newspapers. It does not just report events that 
happen—it aims to help people fight back. 

The paper creates a space for activists from the move- 
ment and working class people to tell their side of the 
story. And it lets people know that others are fighting 


the same battles as they are. 


This has been especially true in the recent wave of 
disputes against low pay in the health service. 


Groups of workers have 
been fighting against private 
health companies’ atrocious 
pay deals and contemptuous 
treatment of their employees. 

Socialist Worker has helped 
boost the workers’ confidence 
and let them know they are part 
of a wider fight against low pay 
and privatisation. 

When ISS Mediclean 
workers at Royal Bolton Hos- 
pital asked for a pay rise to £5 
an hour, the company said it 
didn’t pay anyone that rate. 

It was crucial that the work- 
ers knew this was a lie and that 
they knew of other disputes 
where people had taken on ISS 
Mediclean and won. 

Porter Mike Philips told 
Socialist Worker, ‘““We need 
publicity, especially for the 
people that have never done 
this kind of thing before. 

“Now that we have had ar- 
ticles in Socialist Worker, and 
Polly Toynbee’s article in the 
Guardian, people from your 
network and the union net- 
work are ringing up inviting 
us to things. 

“T have talked to people 
in Liverpool and a hospital 
in Whipps Cross, in east 
London. People here get ex- 
cited if they get a letter in the 
local paper so to get a whole 
page in Socialist Worker was 
wonderful.” 

Neil McAllister is a So- 
cialist Worker supporter in 
Bolton. He took some copies 
of the paper down to the 
picket lines on Wednesday of 
last week. 

“The strikers seemed really 
impressed with the report,” he 
says. “They liked the article 
about their strike and the other 
strikes, particularly the nursery 
nurses. 

“Six strikers bought the 
paper and they were passing it 
round and showing the arti- 
cles to everyone.” 

Health workers in Scun- 
thorpe, Goole and Grimsby 
hospitals have been taking 
strike action against another 
private contractor, Carillion, 
since April. 

Pat Wood from Goole 
Hospital Unison told Socialist 
Worker, “I always buy Social- 
ist Worker when I can, at con- 
ferences for example. 

“Tt always has good reports 
and information. 

“The first report the paper 
carried on our first strike and 
rally was brilliant. I sent it all 
round the hospital and I even 
sent a copy to my sister in 
Northampton. 

“Tt was really funny as well, 
with jokes about ‘Crapillion’. 

“It is good to read about 
other people’s strikes and 
issues. It keeps us all together.” 

Diana Swingler works at 
Homerton Hospital in east 
London. She describes how 
Socialist Worker helped her 


HEALTH 
WORKERS 
on what Socialist 
Worker means 
to them 


encourage workers to chal- 
lenge their ISS Mediclean 
bosses. 

“We had called mass 
meetings to say we were get- 
ting nowhere with this long 
campaign over pay and condi- 
tions and it was time to put up 
a real fight. 

“Although people were 
angry about the situation I 
didn’t know how confident 
they were feeling and there 
was no history of militancy or 
industrial action at this hospital 
to draw on. 

“I'd read in Socialist 
Worker over previous months 
about successful strikes by 
contracted workers in hospitals 
in Glasgow and Swansea. 

“There didn’t seem to be 
much information about it 
available from Unison so I got 
all the back copies of Socialist 
Worker, cut the articles out and 
made a little display for the no- 
ticeboard showing the history 
of these inspiring strikes. 

“Then I made a version 
which I could photocopy and 
I handed them to people as 
they came into these mass 
meetings. I would say it made 
quite a difference. 

“Nobody had heard that 
these strikes were going on in 
hospitals and people immedi- 
ately started discussing them 
and whether they could do the 
same thing. 

“The articles were filled 
with quotes from the strikers— 
domestics and porters like 
themselves, with all the same 
anger and frustration about 
how they’d been treated but 
also excited because they were 
fighting now. 

“Previously in this cam- 
paign, these union meetings 
were a bit quiet and passive. 

“This time the atmosphere 
was uplifted and everyone 
wanted to say something. 

“Each meeting finished in 
virtually unanimous votes for 
strike action. Shortly after, 
people were really proud to 
see an article about their own 
fight in the pages of Socialist 
Worker.” 


Chris Harman, editor of 
Socialist Worker, will 
be speaking at 
Marxism 2003 on the 
revolutionary 


newspaper 
Saturday 5 J uly at 2pm 


For details see advert on page 11 


Pat Wood reading a copy of Socialist Worker on the picket line 
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Politics 
at work 


TIS increasingly clear that 
he way rank and file 
onfidence and organisation 
n the unions will develop is 
hrough the big political 
vents of the day being 
rought into the workplace. 

This was reflected at the 
ecent Stop the War Coalition 
onference. At the workshop 

n “The war and the labour 

ovement” over 100 
elegates discussed, as 

ndrew Murray, the national 
hair of the coalition, put it, 
how to bring the anti-war 

ovement into the unions”. 

The anti-war movement 
as given the confidence to 
eachers to organise a 
ampaign against the hated 
ATs tests. 

Teachers have opposed the 
ests ever since they were 
mplemented in 1992, but it 

as the school students’ 
trikes that inspired and gave 
eachers the confidence to 
verwhelmingly vote at their 
nion conference to boycott 
he tests. 

Trade unionists at the 
oalition conference spoke 
bout how the starting point to 
ringing the anti-war 

ovement into the unions is 
o set up an anti-war group in 
he workplace. My experience 
s ateacher ina FE college in 
orth London very much 
onfirms this approach. 

By setting up an anti-war 
roup we managed to get staff 
nvolved in organising debates 
nthe war which hundreds of 

tudents and staff attended. 

This gave 30 teachers and 
0 students the confidence to 

alk out for a couple of hours 
he day the war broke out. 

his has also had an impact on 
ur union organisation. From 
aving between 15 and 20 
nion members turning up to 
nion meetings the last one 

ad 33. 

This of course does not 
appen automatically. The 
econd area of discussion for 
nti-war activists in the 

orkplace is the need to make 
ure that organising against 
he war directly reinvigorates 
nion organisation. 
Sean Vernell 
West London 


I'VE READ your articles on 
the end of the firefighters’ 
disputes and, although | 
agree with much of what is 
said, | feel compelled to add 
another dimension. 

As a firefighter for 15 
years | cannot agree with 
the suggestion that the 
responsibility for what 
happened lies squarely with 
the national leadership of 
our union. 

We are all big boys, 
supposedly. But | cannot 
honestly say | saw any lions 
on our picket line. In 
contrast, the nursery nurses 
look as if they are prepared 
to mount a sustained and 
effective campaign against 
their employers. 

The membership failed 
themselves on many counts. 
| hope this will ignite a 
determination within the FBU 
union rank and file not to be 


_ te 


Welsh trade unionists marched against the war—but Rhodri Morgan didn’t join them 


Wales is no advert for 
sticking with Labour 


Picture: Angela Stapleford 


YOUR VIEW 


IN HIS very interesting interview 
(Socialist Worker, 28 June) Billy 
Hayes praises the “clear red water” of 
Welsh Labour Party policies. 

He adds that this shows we can win 
Labour to more progressive policies. 
Other union leaders have repeated the 
same theme recently. 

In truth it is a reflection of how bad 
things have become under Blair that 
Welsh Labour is held up as a shining 
example for others to follow. 

On the crucial question of the war 
with Iraq, Welsh Labour leader Rhodri 
Morgan supported Blair 100 percent. 


dreadful attack on the NHS. 

Wales has one of the highest levels 
of child poverty in the whole of Britain 
as well as some of the lowest wage 
levels. The assembly has done nothing 
to tackle this and continues to give 
millions of pounds to the 
multinationals to invest in the “flexible 
labour market of South Wales”. 

When the LG firm in Newport 
recently announced 900 job losses the 
assembly refused to publicise how 
much money they were given or to 
demand the money back. 

PFI for all major NHS projects 


are at arecord high and recent events in 
Wrexham demonstrate the potential for 
racists to gain from this. 

Of course the differences between 
Wales and England around 
prescription charges, SATs, bus passes 
and tuition fees are real differences. 
They are however both limited and do 
not fundamentally challenge the deep 
levels of poverty that exist here. 

We urgently need to challenge the 
system which puts profit before human 
need. The Welsh Labour Party will not 
provide such a challenge. 

The most exciting development in 


The Welsh Labour Party conference 
refused to discuss the issue during the 
build-up to war, as it “did not affect 


Wales”! 


In the recent parliamentary vote on 
foundation hospitals only two Welsh 
Labour MPs voted against this 


Who wasted mood to fight? 


led by a leadership whose 
strategy and tactics were 
transparent enough, and by 
the TUC (trade union 
careerists). 

If the rank and file had 
been aware and organised, 
then, yes indeed, we could 
have gained a decisive 
victory. 

We have achieved on our 
own merit a defeat that 


parts of England. 


Maggie Thatcher would have 
been proud of during her 
attack on the miners. 

We never fought—we 
capitulated. This is important 
to learn from as more 
disputes are coming whether 
we like it or not. Their future 
depends on the outcome of 
negotiations still to be 
resolved. 

Thanks to the many fine 
socialists | have met over 
the last months—your 
support was tremendous. 
Thanks to the Red Watch 
editorial team and 30k site 
originator. 

It was good to know | was 
not alone. 

Good luck to the many 
conscious men and women 
fighting for a better patch. 
Don’t be afraid of struggle, 
strength and solidarity. 

Ross Dowds 
Gourock 


continues in Wales and the lack of 
social care provision for the vulnerable 
is just as bad in Wales as it is in many 


In the Neath area 25 teachers are 
being sacked due to lack of funding of 
education. Social housing waiting lists 


politics—in Wales, England and 
Scotland—is the way that the anti-war 
and anti-capitalist movements have 
encouraged the growth of political 
formations to the left of Labour. 

Huw Williams 

Blackwood 


School against 
deportations 


WE WRITE to you as 
concerned Tottenham 
teachers about the 
disturbing tendency in 
certain areas of the national 
press to demonise asylum 
seekers. 

At the school where we 
teach in north London we 
see daily the results of the 
government's rush to meet 
deportation targets. 

The reality is frightened 
children and anxious 
parents, and the gradual 
disintegration of family and 
community life in what is a 
culturally rich and diverse 
area. 

The reality is concerned 
children crying in class 
because they don’t know 
whether their friends are 
going to turn up for school 
ever again. 


For the last year we have 
witnessed an increasing 
number of children being 
plucked from our school 
community, to the 
bewilderment of staff and 
peers. 

The manner in which this 
process occurs is often 
insensitive, usually heavy- 
handed, and sometimes 
unnecessarily aggressive. 
At present at least eight 
pupils across years seven 
to 11 are under imminent 
threat of deportation. 

We urge the government 
to stop these deportations 
now, and to stand up to the 
right wing dogma currently 
being peddled in all areas of 
the national media. 

70 staff 
Northumberland Park 
Community School 


A response to 
the interviews 


| AGREED with a lot of 
Asad Rehman’s analysis 
of the movement (Socialist 
Worker, 14 June). 

He rightly argued that 
the anti-capitalist 
movement which has 
emerged from mass 
opposition to the war in 
Iraq is bigger and more 
dynamic than ever. 

But do we really need 
to build “an Old Labour 
party with 
revolutionaries in it”, as 
Asad argued? 

| don’t think so. Asad 
writes that he’s still 
“amazed by how right 
wing New Labour are. 
They do the things the 
Tories daren’t do.” 

Sadly there is nothing 
new in this. New Labour 
is soaked in blood from 
its imperialist adventures 
in Kosovo, Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 

But Old Labour gave its 
support to the bloodshed 
of the First World War, the 
Korean War, and the wars 
in Vietnam and the 
Falklands. 

New Labour’s attacks 
on refugees are 
repugnant but follow a 
rancid tradition of racist 
legislation passed by Old 
Labour. 

New Labour will not 
repeal the Tory anti- 
union laws, but Old 
Labour has a foul record 
of anti-union legislation 
and persecution of its 
own. 

On issue after issue, 
New Labour has shown 
itself to be less a break 
with Old Labour, more a 
continuation of it. 

Sasha Simic 
EastLondon 


Build onissues, 
not Old Labour 


| DISAGREE with Asad 
Rehman that “we need an 
Old Labour party with 
revolutionaries in it, like 
the Scottish Socialist 
Party”. 

The future lies ina 


revolutionary socialist 
party that presents both 
the long term case for a 
change in economic 
structure and works in 
the immediate present 
with all groups seeking to 
bring about quantitative 
improvements in people’s 
daily lives. 

There are many issues 
that affect our 
communities—means 
testing, low wages and 
pensions, housing, 
health, education being 
some of them. 


Back to Old Labour Wilson? 


It is possible to raise 
issues, challenge 
accepted views and 
achieve short term gains if 
we are involved with and 
give a lead to others who 
recognise the needs but 
lack an overall political 
and philosophical 
awareness. 

My personal approach 
has been to concentrate 
on building a 
pensioners’ forum; to 
actively pursue a policy 
on transport and health 
which stresses the 
needs of the socially 
excluded; and to act 
widely with others in the 
voluntary community 
who are working on 
social issues. 

| work on an issues 
basis, not on a political 
basis. 

l accept the 
weaknesses in this 
approach, but until there 
is a large body of people 
working together with a 
clear perspective, | will 
concentrate on 
achievable aims and 
challenges to our failing 
economic structures. 
Ralph Tebbutt 
Gillingham 


Awkward 


Squad 


are a good sign 


PETER HAIN retracted his 
statement about a “grown-up 
and adult debate on tax” after 
a rollicking from Tony Blair. 

Why? He should be 
shouting it from the highest 
rooftop. 

We live in a society in 
Britain where the people who 
actually do the work have to 
pay their taxes week in, 
week out. Meanwhile the CBI 
lot find ingenious ways 
(cheating to you and me) of 
not paying! 

| have been a committed 
socialist as long as | can 
remember, I’ve been a trade 
union member for over 30 
years, and I’m sick to death 
of this Blair and his bloody 
cronies. 

Instead of our prime 
minister and trade union 
representatives attending 
CBI meetings and debating 
with these parasites, they 


should be in open conflict 
with them. 

Thankfully we now have 
some new union leaders 
who are actually listening to 
what their members want 
and are beginning to 
challenge New Labour ona 
number of issues. 

The right wing press calls 
them “the awkward squad”. | 
hope they get a lot more 
bloody awkward. 

In a week when we are 
celebrating the centenary of 
George Orwell’s birth we 
should perhaps reflect on his 
book Nineteen Eighty-Four. 

There he talks about a 
government that describes 
itself as socialist, but actually 
pursues a relentless 
campaign against anything 
even resembling socialism. 
Sound familiar? 

John Scobbie 
Coventry 
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Barrage of racist filth 
fuels Wrexham riots 


Press, politicians and poverty 
are to blame for the anti-Iragqi 
violence in North Wales 


Helen Shooter 
reports from Wrexham 


A HOUSING estate in Wrexham, 
North Wales, hit the headlines two 
weeks ago when it erupted in two 
nights of rioting. 

One of the Iraqi Kurds living on 
Caia Park estate was in a relation- 
ship with a local woman. A dispute 
over this led to a gang of local 
white thugs attacking another 
Iraqi’s house. They severely beat 
him when he stepped outside. 

The 19 year old victim was 
rushed to hospital with serious in- 
juries. Angry Iraqis gathered on 
the estate and targeted a nearby 
pub, which local people report had 
a reputation for attracting racists. 

The next night around 200 
people tried to march towards the 
area where the Iraqis lived. 

They were stopped by a heavy 
police presence, and the white 
youths began fighting with the 
police. 

Police chiefs and leading fig- 
ures on the council are keen to play 
down what happened. 

But the events are not separate 
from the barrage of racism against 
refugees in Britain pumped out by 
press and politicians. 

This climate means a dispute on 
an estate can become a focus for 
hatred. 


Worst conditions 
The Iraqis are a tiny minority on 
the estate. Around 20-30 of them 
lived in Caia Park, which houses 
around 11,000 people on one of the 
biggest estates in Britain. 

They were beginning to establish 


The brewery that used toe 
500 people is being bulldozed 


WREXHAM VOICE 


roots in the area. 

They had full refugee status, 
meaning they could find work and 
get somewhere to live. 

The Iraqis chose to move to 
Caia Park after getting work in 
local factories. They had not been 
“dispersed” there under New 
Labour’s scheme for refugees. 

They were offered “hard to let” 
council flats, so called because 
they are often in the worst condi- 
tion and nobody wants to live in 
them. 

“Nothing had happened over 
the last 12 months since the Iraqis 
moved in,” said Jackie Tromme- 
len, a Labour councillor for 
Queensway ward, which covers 
part of Caia Park. 


Anti-refugee climate 

“T’ve never had any complaints, 
phone calls or comments. It seemed 
to be working really well. 

“But without a doubt we are 
battling against the stuff the na- 
tional media like the Sun puts out 
about refugees. 

“This is a poor area by any 
measure—unemployment, educa- 
tional opportunity, the number of 
people on income support or get- 
ting free school meals. 

“The Iraqis were working so 
they were able to get cars and nice 
clothes, and why not? These are 
young men, aged between 18 amd 
31. Some local people are then 
saying, ‘We can’t get anything, 
they have everything.’ 

“People are fed nonsense and 
rubbish about refugees. It’s a real 
problem. Talk like that just gives 
the thugs an excuse. 

“Then there has been the war on 
Iraq. That has put a further nail in 
the coffin in terms of my relation- 
ship with the Labour Party. 

“A few of the Iraqis are still 
living round here. Many of them 
were moved out when the violence 
first happened. 

“Some of them have lost their 
jobs because they weren’t able to 
get to work.” 

Now the Nazi British National 
Party leader Griffin, who owns a 
farm in North Wales, is desperate 
to seize on what happened to build 
in the area. 

The Wrexham events show the 
dangers of New Labour fuelling 
the anti-refugee climate. 

Caia Park is not radically dif- 
ferent to many other estates round 
Britain. 

It is a warning that the contin- 
ued scapegoating of refugees can 
suddenly boil over into violence. 


The kind of run-down “hard to let” flats Iraqis moving to Caia Park were offered (above). 


Maurice] ones (right) 


Pictures: Andrew McCoy 


Anestate of resentment 


THE RESIDENTS of Caia 
Park are people who look back 
and see opportunities to get a 
better life fast disappearing. 

In Wrexham the Brymbo 
steelworks shut in 1990, leaving 
over 1,000 people without jobs. 

The site is derelict. Locals 
were promised a shopping 
complex and then houses would 
be built but the acres of land 
are decaying behind barbed 
wire fences. 

“There’s people round here 
who never got a job again after 
Brymbo shut,” said one 
resident. “I mean, they were 50 
years old—what chance did they 
have?” 

Bulldozers are also tearing 
down the old Wrexham brewery 
that employed 500 workers. 
Other workplaces like the 
former pit have been turned 
into heritage sites. 

The town now attracts 


companies in the food 
packaging industry. The pay is 
low, with agencies advertising 
minimum wage jobs where 
lucky employees might scale the 
heights of £5.50 an hour. 

The jobs are long hours, 
working shifts, and often in bad 
conditions processing food. 

John Marek is the member of 
the Welsh Assembly for 
Wrexham. He is the assembly’s 
deputy presiding officer, elected 


as an independent after the 
Labour Party chucked him out. 

He explained, “Wrexham is 
close to the north west of 
England, and it is economically 
joined with that area. It has 
been affected the same as places 
like Liverpool. 

“Unemployment was never as 
bad in Wrexham as the South 
Wales valleys. However, this 
general sense does hide pockets 
of severe deprivation and Caia 
Park is one of those. 

“Wrexham council used to 
have 23,000 council houses. Now 
its has 10-11,000. 

“The most desirable have 
been sold. What’s left is in the 
deprived area with around 3,000 
in Caia Park. 

“What happened recently 
was in the most deprived part of 
Caia Park, an area from which 
people wanted to escape, as 
opposed to council tenants 


wanting to go there. 

“Caia Park has the highest 
unemployment in Wrexham. 
When people find work it’s 
usually low paid, unskilled and 
part time. 

“The jobs lost from the 
Brymbo steelworks were well 
paid steel jobs. Then you have 
other places like ASW Steel not 
protecting people’s pensions. 

“Some culpability has got to 
fall on the government. They are 
not interested in preserving 
workers’ rights or pensions. 

“When they talk about 
flexibility they mean making it 
easier to sack workers or pay less.” 

That’s the future for many 
young people and families on 
the estate. 

It can breed a feeling of 
insecurity and deep-seated 
resentment that they have been 
let down by Labour locally and 
nationally. 


headboard for their bed 
froma shop in town 
because they were all 
earmarked for Iraqis! 

There is poverty 
round here. There are 
things for the kids to do 
but it involves spending 
money. 

But there is also 


there too. There are 
Portuguese workers and 
foreign students. There 
are some Filipinos 
whose wives came over 
here to work as nurses. 
As more have come in 
it has helped change 
attitudes in the factory 
which a few years ago 


happened the first night 
and there were loads of 
rumours going round. 
One guy said he heard 
an Iraqi had been killed 
and people were scared. 

They are ordinary 
workers like the rest in 
there. 

Many of them started 


out getting a job with an 
agency, then got taken 
on full time like me. 

They have a laugh and 
a joke at work. They 
seem glad to have a job 
and live a normal life. 

It’s become a mixed 
workforce with people 
from all over Europe 


had a reputation for 
being racist. 

| have to say papers 
like the Daily Mail don’t 
help. They help spread 
rumours that refugees 
are getting this, that and 
the other. 

leven heard someone 
say they couldn’t buy a 


underlying racism. 
You'll hear people say 
‘mnoracist, but! don’t 
like the Kurds.’ 

What’s happened is a 
warning. 

We don’t want racist 
thugs round there to get 
confidence. 

Maurice Jones 


‘What has | 
happened is 
a warning 


| WORK 12-hour shifts 
alongside some of the 
Iraqis at the Dairy Crest 
factory. 

People heard what 
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Leaders’ 


fear of 


effective strikes 


ONE OF the most well-known 
figureheads of the global 
movement against corporate 
power was thrown in jail in 
France last week. 

José Bové, leader of the 
radical farmers’ Confédera- 
tion Paysanne, faces ten 
months inside (see box). 

His jailing is a signal by 
France’s Tory government of 
its determination to carry 
through a wide-ranging as- 
sault on welfare provision, 
workers and wider social 
movements. It has already 
faced down huge resistance 
over pensions. 

Over the last two months 
millions of workers have joined 
strikes and demonstrations. 

The government made 
significant concessions to 
groups like rail workers and 
teachers, who were at the 
heart of the revolt. 

But it now looks to have 
pushed through the core of 
its pensions “reform”. It 
should not have succeeded. 

The mood among many 
workers was to expand the 
strikes. The most popular call 
on all the demonstrations was 
for a general strike. 

But key trade union lead- 
ers refused to take up that 
demand, and instead under- 
mined it. 

The result—just repeating 
one-day protests—was, 
eventually, to tire the active 
core of movement. 

Tory minister Francois 
Fillon, the architect of the pen- 
sion plan, celebrated last 
week: “This reform is historic. 
A turning point has been 
reached.” But, he warned, “the 
most important combats lie 
ahead. Reform will not stop.” 

This declaration of war has 
pushed union leaders to warn 
of a “hot autumn” and a 
“social explosion’. 


A la Thatcher? 

It would be foolish, though, 
to place any confidence in 
those leaders mounting the 
kind of resistance which can 
beat off the Tory assault. 

The CGT is the most 
powerful union federation. 
Its leaders justify avoiding a 
decisive clash with the gov- 
ernment by saying the Tories 
want a “Thatcher-style 
showdown’—a major con- 
frontation like the miners in 
Britain in 1984. 

France’s Tories may hope 
to win such a decisive battle. 
But the answer to that is not 
for unions to run away. It is 
to ensure our side wins the 
fight. 

France is not the only Eu- 
ropean country where a neo- 
liberal, or Thatcherite, 
assault is leading to sharp 
new battles. 

The same pattern is 
emerging in Germany, 
Europe’s biggest economy. 

When German Chancel- 
lor Gerhard Schroeder came 
to office in 1998 he talked of 
a “new middle”, a German 
version of Blair's New 
Labour. 

Widespread resentment 
among workers and protests 
at the effect of his policies 
then pushed him to adopt a 
more “Old Labour” tone. Fa- 
mously, Schroeder won re- 
election last year by opposing 
war on Iraq. 

Now he has moved 
sharply rightwards with his 
Agenda 2010 plan. German 
political commentator Peter 
Loesche talks of Schroeder’s 
plan as “a turn away from the 
traditional welfare state to a 
neo-liberal welfare state”. 

Agenda 2010 will cut £14 
billion from the healthcare 
system, cut benefits for the 
unemployed and make it 
easier to sack workers. 

It has provoked deep dis- 
content among his own SPD 
(Labour) party members, 


JOSE BOVE 


His “crime” is 
destroying trial 
plantings of genetically 
modified maize and rice 
as part of a union- 
backed protest. 

He became 
internationally famous 
four years ago when he 
led asymbolic 
dismantling ofa 
McDonald’s. 

Bove was thena 
keynote speaker at the 
1999 protests at the 
WTO meeting in Seaitle. 

When he came to trial 
in the summer of 2000 
for the McDonald’s 
action up to 100,000 
people descended on 
the town for a giant 
protest. 

Send messages of 
support to José Bove, 
No d’Ecrou 22377 Y, Bloc 
A07, 34753 Villeneuve- 
les-Maguelone, France. 
Send copies by e-mail to: 
contact@confederation 
paysanne.fr 


trade union leaders and 
among German workers, who 
have staged significant 
demonstrations. There was 
also a crucial fight over work- 
ing hours. 

Up to 10,000 engineering 
workers in the old East Ger- 
many struck for a reduction in 
weekly working hours from 
38 to 35. Workers in the old 
West Germany already have 
a 35-hour week. 

Workers wanted to level 
conditions upwards. German 
bosses, with the support by 
Schroeder’s government, 
want the reverse. 

The hours strikes showed 
how vulnerable the bosses 
and the government are. 

The stoppages by a few 
thousand workers were in 
factories supplying parts to 
major car and engineering 
firms. 

BMW had to halt produc- 
tion in three factories. Pro- 
duction at Europe’s biggest 
carmaker, Volkswagen, was 
also hit. 

Bombardier, the world’s 
largest producer of rail car- 
riages, also faced a produc- 
tion stoppage. 

Instead of piling on pres- 
sure, union leaders in the 
giant IG Metall federation last 
week called off all the strikes. 

Incredibly, the union lead- 
ers feared the strikes were 
being too effective, and could 
harm the German economy! 


Ingrained instincts 
A pattern is becoming clear 
across Europe. 

Governments of every po- 
litical stripe want a new 
round of assaults on work- 
ers. That is provoking sharp 
new struggles. 

Some union leaders gen- 
uinely want to lead resis- 
tance. But their deeply 
ingrained instincts are to 
avoid using the full power of 
workers. Other union leaders 
are even more cowardly. 

Both risk allowing a de- 
termined government to push 
through its attacks. 

A crucial issue across 
Europe in the coming months 
will be whether rank and file 
workers and left wing forces 
can overcome the timidity of 
the union leaders. 


Paul McGarr 


MEDIMEAN 


Company 

ISS Mediclean 

Profits 

The ISS group made £200 
million last year. 

Fat cats 

Directors get over 27 times 
the wage of the average 
worker and 50 times more 
than a cleaner. 

Workers 

The average pay for its 
workers is just£10, 437 a 
year. Royal Bolton Hospital 
cleaners get just £4.47 an 
hourand porters £4.61. 
Whipps Cross domestics 
are paid as littleas £4.20 
an hour. 

Owned by 
Subsidiary of giant Danish- 
owned ISS group— one of 
the ten biggest employers 
in Europe. 

Operations 

@Operates in 38 
countries— including 
Indonesia, Hong Kong, 
China, Brazil, Australia, 
Argentina and Brazil. Has 
16 different subsidiaries 
in Britain. 

@Made £5.2 million profits 
last year. 

@One of the four largest 
contractors inthe NHS and 
one of the biggest players 
in PFlschemes. 

@Runs the PFI Hairmyres 
and Stonehouse Hospital 
in Scotland. Areport found 
“staff shortages led to 
filthy wards and toilets. 
Water leaks from the roof 
and seeps up from the 
sewers. There are fears 40 
percent of staff records 
have been lost.” 

@Part of the consortium 
which runs the disastrous 
PFl scheme at Worcester 
Royal Infirmary, which led 
to the running down of 
Kidderminster Hospital. 
@One porter reports from 
Worcester, “A young lad 
who works forthe ISS 
security was recently 
stabbed while doing his 
job. He had no back-up 
and was stabbed for 
£4.87 an hour. No one 
from ISS has been to see 
him.” 

@At the centre of last year’s 
investigation bythe Sunday 
Mirror into conditions atthe 
Royal London Hospital in 
Whitechapel. Conditions 
were So bad Seriouslyill 
patients were forced to 
clean theirown rooms, 
rubbish was strewn in 
corridors and vomit left on 
the floors. 


Low paid health workers are fighting back against 
private contractors in the NHS. Socialist Worker 
exposes these giant corporations who make their 


profit from paying poverty wages 


“THEY MAKE profits on our 
backs,” “Private companies 
are only in it to make a fast 
buck,” “The only thing they 
care about are the share- 
holders, not us or the patients.” 

These were just some of 
the angry comments by low 
paid strikers from Scun- 
thorpe, Grimsby and Goole 
hospitals as they descended 


on the headquarters of their 
bosses Carillion last week. 

The workers are part of a 
gathering revolt against low 
pay and exploitation by the 
private firms in the NHS. 

In Bolton and in east 
London workers have also 
gone into battle, against their 
bosses ISS Mediclean. 

Carillion (“Crapillion” say 


workers) and ISS Mediclean 
(‘““Medimean’’) are typical of 
the corporations that have 
taken over large chunks of 
the NHS under New Labour. 
These firms are not small, 
cowboy outfits. They are 
giant multinational corp- 
orations, with their tentacles 
spread across the globe. 
These firms have grasped 


Strikers protesting 
outside Carillion 
headquarters 

last week 


the opportunity to add to their 
vast fortunes by leeching off 
the NHS. 

They do so by running 
down services, condemning 
patients to dirty wards and in- 
adequate care, and by screw- 
ing the workers who do the 
essential jobs in our hospitals. 

They pay workers as little 
as they can get away with, 
give them little or few bene- 
fits or pension rights and then 
force them to work harder 
than ever. 

Now these workers are de- 
manding justice. They want a 
living wage and they want 
dignity and respect. 

As one Grimsby striker put 
it, “It’s not only about the 
money. I want to be treated as 
a person.” 


CRAPILLION 


£50.2 million 


Carillion’s profits last year—up 11 percent onthe 
previous year’s profits 


£4.25 


is what many cleaners employed by Carillion at 
Scunthorpe General Hospital earn an hour 


Has 16 subsidiary businesses including Carillion 
Building, Carillion Rail, Carillion Private Finance 
and various consultancy agencies. 


Carillion Rail is one of the four giants running rail 
maintenance so disastrously on the privatised 
railway. Second in size toJarvis. 


Created from the break-up of Tarmac in 1999, 
which two years previously backed the Tories in 
the general election. 


One of 38 companies splashed on the front of the 
Daily Mail inthe 1997 election arguing that a 
Labour government would wreck the economy. 


Government adviser on PFI and funds the New 
Local Government Network—a group of top 
bosses, endorsed by Blair, which pushes a 
“modernising agenda” for local government. 


Biggest PFI firmin Britain, which controls over 30 
percent ofall PFI contracts worth over £450 
million. 


Boasts it is a “market leader” in private finance 
because it “rationalises costs”— ie makes cuts 
and slashes staff. 


MORE VULTURES 


Compass Medirest 


Part of the giant Compass Group—the world’s 
largest food service company. 


Runs catering, cleaning and portering contracts 
across NHS hospitals in Britain. 
Directors named last week as the best paid in 
Britain. Each director got a massive £10 millionin 
salaries, shares and bonuses last year. 
Average annual pay of directors is over 77 times 
that of workers, who get just £9,090. 

Sodexho 
Giant French-owned multinational— the world’s 
second largest contract food company after 
Compass. 


Has catering contracts in NHS hospitals across 
Britain and is a big playerin PFI schemes, being 


Part of consortium (with Group 4/ Falck and BT) 
that won the biggest ever PFI contract to build the 
government’s GCHQ spy centre—the “Doughnut”. 
Over 30 years, the consortium will rake in £800 
million. 


Led the Hospital Company consortium in charge of 
disastrous £150 million PFI hospital in Swindon. 
The hospital turned away patients one month after 
it opened due to lack of beds. 


Madeamassive £10.7 million at Fazakerley Prison 
in Liverpool (along with Group 4) througha 
“refinancing” scam condemned by the 
government’s Audit Commission. 


Closed its final salary pension scheme to new 
members earlier this year. This will mean reduced 
pensions for workers in the future. 


Finance director] ohn Girling got a 29 percent rise 
to £390,000 last year. 

Construction boss Roger Robinson got a 21 
percent rise to £400,000. 


100 directors stand to share out £17 million in 
bonuses this year. 


part of several PFI consortiums. 


Has catering contracts in colleges around Britain 
and ran the government’s demeaning voucher 
system for refugees. 


Made a profit of £36.6 million last year. 
The average yearly wage of its workers is just 
£8,810. 


Rentokil-Initial 


Started out in pest control but now runs cleaning, 
catering, security, transport and other services. 
One of the biggest contracting groups in the world, 


Subsidiary, Initial Hospital Services, made £2.3 
million last year. 


Its workers get a miserly £6,673 a year on 
average. 


Picture: S O'Neil 
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What's happening in Iraq? 


Things get sticky 
for the occupiers 


Alex Callinicos looks at how things 
are Starting to go badly wrong for US 
and British forces two months after 
the official end of the war 


ALL THE blustering of 
Alastair Campbell and his 
chorus of tame ministers 
and Labour 
backbenchers can’t 
conceal the fact that the 
Iraq war is turning very 
nasty for its perpetrators. 

The row over the fact 
that George W Bush and 
Tony Blair lied their way to 
war wouldn’tbe half so bad 
if the situation on the 
ground in Iraq weren't 
becoming so serious. 

One occupying soldier 
has been killed in action 
every other day since 
Bush proclaimed “victory” 
on1 May. 

The most significant 
thing about the shooting of 
six British military 
policemen last week was 
where it took place. Up to 
then most of the fighting 
since the fall of Baghdad 
had been in that city and 
the surrounding area in 
central lraq. 

The main faith in central 
Iraq is the Sunni version of 
Islam, to which Saddam 
Hussein belongs. 

Paul Bremer, the 
American proconsul in 
Iraq, on Sunday repeated 
the occupiers’ line that 
“remnants of the Ba’athist 
regime” are responsible for 
the attacks. 

The US intelligence 
consultants Stratfor 
declared recently that “the 
United States is now 
clearly involved ina 
guerrilla war in the Sunni 
regions of Iraq... 
Suddenly, the question of 
Hussein’s whereabouts 
ceases to be irrelevant. 
Are Hussein and his 
lieutenants operating the 
war from a bunker 
somewhere?” 

But what happened last 
week suggests something 
much more frightening for 
Bush and Blair. The British 
military police were killed 
far from Baghdad, in Majar 
al-Kabir. This is a town in 
southern Iraq that borders 
on the great marshes that 
Saddam had drained to 
crush guerrilla resistance 
to his rule. 

The people of Majar al- 
Kabir are Shia Muslims, 
who are dominant in the 
south and make up the 


majority of the lraqi 
population. Itwas people in 
the Shia areas who rose up 
against Saddam at the end 
of the 1991 Gulf War and 
were brutally crushed for 
their trouble. 

The Pentagon and its 
Iraqi stooges predicted that 
the Shias would rise up to 
welcome the American and 
British invaders this time. 
They didn’t, of course, but 
the theory has persisted 
that they are better 
disposed to the occupation 
forces than the Sunnis in 
central lraq. 

We were also told that 
the British troops were 
better at handling the 
natives then the clumsy 
and aggressive 
Americans. 


Brutal Paras 

But it will, I’m sure, come 
as no surprise to people 
from the north of Ireland 
that it was a series of 
brutal and insensitive 
arms searches by the 
Parachute Regiment that 
provoked the fighting in 
Majar al-Kabir. 

No one should imagine 
that this was a one-off 
incident. On Thursday last 
week an American marine 
was killed in Najaf, one of 
the holiest Shia places in 
southern Iraq. 

The truth is that Iraqis a 
large and complex country 
with a population that has a 
variety of different ethnic, 
religious, political, and 
social traditions. 

Among these traditions 
is something Americans 
should be able to relate 
to—men regard it as their 
right to bear arms. They 
have had plenty of chances 


‘What has 
happened 
Suggests 
something 
frightening 
for Bush and 
Blair’ 


to practise as well, what 
with the Gulf wars and the 
guerrilla fighting in the 
Kurdish areas and the 
marshes. 

Saddam sought to crush 
this lively and complicated 
people. He failed. It was 
astonishing how rapidly the 
Shia in particular emerged 
with their own powerful 
organisations once 
Baghdad had fallen to the 
Americans. 

Now the Iraqi people 
face an occupation army 
that is unable to offer them 
basic security or public 
services, but denies them 
the right to rule 
themselves, and is seeking 
to disarm them. 

This is avery, very 
dangerous situation for the 
occupiers. 

The Financial Times on 
Monday quoted James 
Dobbins, a former 
presidential envoy with 
much experience in 
American efforts at 
“nation-building”: “Mr 
Dobbins says the current 
force level [in Iraq] of 
about 175,000 is 
insufficient and estimates 
that a more realistic level 
is about 300,000. If the US 
had to provide almost all of 
these forces itself, the 
effect on American military 
resources would be 
catastrophic. 

“With rotation in and out 
of the theatre, that would 
mean almosta million 
soldiers largely committed 
to Iraq, says Mr Dobbins— 
virtually the US army’s 
entire strength.” 

Already over half the 
Pentagon’s deployable 
troops are engaged in 
active service in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Bosnia and 
Kosovo. 

No wonder that even 
Donald “I don’t do 
diplomacy” Rumsfeld is 
talking about an 
international 
peacekeeping force. 

Some states eager to 
ingratiate themselves with 
Washington have sent 
troops to Iragq—Poland has 
even taken charge of a 
region in the north. 

But | doubt if even the 
most toadyish East 
European regime would be 
willing to accept serious 
casualties. 

Maybe Iraq really will 
become the quagmire that 
the US’s leaders have 
desperately sought to 
avoid for the past 30 
years. 


MeERAC 


Read Chris Harman's major new article 
arguing that understanding the 
relationship between economic and 
military competition is crucial for building 


an anti-imperialist movement today 


INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISMx*99 


£3.50 
FROM ISj, 
PO BOX 82 


LONDON 
E3 3LH 


OR PHONE 020 7531 9810 


Other articles include 

Anne Alexander 

on Iraq in revolution 

lan Birchall 

remembers Mike Kidron 
Guido Picelli 

describes the revolt in Parma 
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THE FUTURE OF THE MOVEME 


ARK SERWOTKA, gen- 
eral secretary of the 
civil servants’ union 
PCS, spoke to Social- 
ist Worker as part of 
our series on the future for the left. 


The anti-war movement has 

raised debate over what type of 
political organisations we need. 
Some people say reclaim the 
Labour Party. What do you think? 
The anti-war movement was massive. We 
saw three of the largest demonstrations in 
British history. 

It united trade unionists, pensioners, 
campaigners, people of different politics, 
people from the Muslim community. 

These marches were massive. They 
present a real political opportunity. This 
doesn’t mean that everybody would be 
attracted to socialist politics, but a large 
proportion would be. 

How do we tap into that? 

While I wish those well who are trying 
to reclaim the Labour Party, I’m not one 
of them. I don’t think it’s a project that 
shows much sign of being successful. 

Possibly in the 1970s and 80s, those 
who were fighting in the Labour Party 
were justified in thinking it was a battle 
that at times was going very well. 

But I see no evidence now that there is 
a remote possibility for reclaiming the 
Labour Party. 

For me the time has come to increase 
the impetus on breaking the mould, to 
offer people an alternative to the left of 
Labour. 

I think that’s a question that needs to 
be raised in the trade union movement 
and with people who’ve never been in 
any political party. 

They have seen the futility of politics 
in this country, where a Labour govern- 
ment can ignore the will of the people 
and go to war. They are looking for some- 
thing different. 

In Scotland I think the project is far 
ahead of the rest of the UK. The success 
of the Scottish Socialist Party is startling. 

It nails the lie that there can’t be any 
alternative outside of the Labour Party. 

They have six MSPs and a fairly good 
base across Scotland attracting support 
from trade unionists. I think that is a par- 
ticularly positive development. 

In England we have the Socialist Al- 
liance, and that is a project I support. 

But I think it’s also reached a stage 
where it has to seriously examine the way 
forward. 

Some of the election results have been 
disappointing. It’s good we’ve won a 
councillor in Preston. We’ve had some 
good results like Paul Foot’s mayoral 
campaign in Hackney. 

But I think that project needs to be 
moved on. I think one of the keys for the 
Socialist Alliance is to broaden its appeal. 

I noticed Ian McCartney, the chair of 
the Labour Party, was crowing that the 
debate about unions severing the link was 
completely scuppered and that all was 
well, which is a very strange reading of 
the situation. 

Certainly in unions like the RMT and 
FBU there appears to be a very strong 
move to alter fundamentally their link 
with the Labour Party. 

Other unions are trying to hold the 
line. In Unison and the CWU there are 
actually very healthy debates. 

Those who are argue the Labour Party 
is the only show in town, particularly 
those in the trade union movement, point 
to the fact it’s the only show because 
there is no alternative. 

It’s a self fulfilling prophecy unless 

they are prepared 
. to try to build 
that alternative. 


| 


l 


Civil servants on strike. Will pay and pensions cause more disputes? 


Aatemanterere 
elelele)itare 
in Britain 


I support the Socialist Alliance talk- 
ing to others on the left to see whether it 
is possible to form an electoral alliance 
that can attract greater levels of support. 

We have to show there is an alterna- 
tive. Scotland shows what can be done 
and I think that’s what we have to work 
on now in England and Wales. 


What do you think is the mood 
among workers in Britain? 
I think things are really bubbling. I would 
be not at all surprised if we saw an ex- 
plosion of anger over the coming period. 
The attacks on pensions in the 
public sector, and the problems with 
private sector pensions, are going to 
attract vibrant campaigning and in- 
dustrial action. 

In the PCS people are up in 


arms about the pensions. We’ve had lots 
of anecdotal evidence of people saying 
they have not been to a union meeting 
before but want to know what the union 
is prepared to do about pensions. 

On public services, privatisation and 
pay I think the situation is likely to 
explode. 

At the Amicus union conference 
Derek Simpson talked about 13,000 jobs 
a week being lost. At this rate we’ ll have 
no manufacturing left by 2008. 

More civil servants are threatened by 
privatisation by this government than at 
any time in the Conservative years. 

In our union only one in four of our 
members who have been privatised has 
access to a final salary pension scheme. 

It’s a truism that united we stand, di- 
vided we fall. But the attacks are a united 
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front from the government. The unions 
have to have a united response. 

When you look at the firefighters’ dis- 
pute the action was solid, with support 
inside their FBU union and across the 
whole labour movement. 

What they experienced was the full 
might of the state against them. They 
have come out of it with one or two gains. 
They didn’t get everything they wanted, 
but they remained intact and avoided 
being smashed. 

Although members will look to their 
unions to fight industrial battles, I think 
the treatment of the firefighters has raised 
political issues. 

Members want to know why their 
unions are funding a party that treated 
public sector workers in such a disgrace- 
ful way. 


What role do you think this 
means for the left union leaders? 
Take myself, for example. I was elected 
PCS general secretary in December 
2000. 

We then had to go through a coup 
d’etat from our right wing, and that cost 
a lot in the courts. 

I am now confirmed in post, and we 
are awaiting the results of the national ex- 
ecutive elections. I think it’s the best 
prospect the left have had of winning for 
many years. 

That will raise expectations. 

When people elect left leaders they 
are making a protest about the current sit- 
uation and are demanding the leaders do 
more. 

I think in terms of the TUC general 
council it’s healthy that those on the left 
regularly meet to discuss tactics and plan 
strategy. 

We should have joint strategies for 
fighting on the industrial front. 

The PCS is currently talking to 
Unison about joint campaigning over de- 
fending public services. 

My vision on that initiative is that it 
focuses from the bottom right up to the 
top, from the smallest office to the 
branches to the regions, so we campaign 
together. 

The attacks are the same, so we need 
a coordinated response. 

Although a block of people are de- 
scribed as “awkward”, politically they are 
very different. 

We have to work on what unites us. 

Clearly the position on the Labour 
Party is one that divides people. 

People like myself and Bob Crow in- 
creasingly see the role of the unions is not 
to prop up the Labour Party but is to be in 
opposition to them, on behalf of our 
members. 

That division needs to be addressed 
by discussion. 

But there is the prospect for joint 
working, for instance, around support- 
ing the best left Labour MPs like 
Jeremy Corbyn, Alice Mahon and Alan 
Simpson. 

It’s right to support those people. 
They are really good socialists. 

On the other side of the coin surely 
people should be able to unite around 
not supporting Straw, Blunkett and 
Blair. 


Are you optimistic about the 
prospects for the movement? 

I think we have seen a very vibrant move- 
ment, here and internationally. The anti- 
capitalist, anti-globalisation movement 
has shown the way forward. 

But I would add a note of caution. 
With all this protest, unless people can 
see a vehicle in which to focus this oppo- 
sition there is a danger it could dissipate. 

The disillusionment with Labour in 
some of the old Labour working class 
strongholds is manifesting itself in a 
vote for the British National Party 
(BNP), for example. 

That is something that should ring 
alarm bells. 

Home secretary David Blunkett talks 
about “swamping” and says that people 
should be speaking English in their own 
house. 

He panders to people who attack 
others as scapegoats. 

He has whipped up, whether inten- 
tionally or not, the racism that we see 
manifesting itself in votes for the BNP. 

It has to be challenged on every 
level. In areas where the BNP are stand- 
ing, it has to be challenged politically 
and we also have to stand up for asylum 
seekers. 

It’s right to be enthusiastic and opti- 
mistic about the future. 

But if we don’t get it right we could 
miss a massive opportunity. 

It could well be the events of the next 
few months and years that will shape 
decades to come. 

The role of socialists is to give hope to 
those people and unite as many as we can 
to try to move forward. 

This is a real responsibility. 


I iatelg=e(OMVolUnuayial re 
the movement goes 
from here? Let us 
know at letters@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Biggest meeting of the left in Europe starts this weekend 


Jeremy Corbyn MP Fausto Bertinotti 


George Galloway MP Tariq Ali 


Lindsey German 


Trevor Ngwane 
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ighlights - join the debate 


SATURDAY 5 JULY 


Can Palestine be free? 
John Rose, Ghada Karmi, Nicholas Blincoe & Mohamed Hassan 
10am 


How do we deal with the state? 
Chris Nineham 10am 


The future of anti-capitalism 
Alex Callinicos 11.45am 


The class struggle in Italy today 


Fausto Bertinotti 11.45am (note new time) 


Evolution then & now 
Steven Rose 2pm 


The revolutionary paper & the mass movement 
Chris Harman 2pm 


SUNDAY 6 JULY 


Vietnam: the humbling of a superpower 
Jonathan Neale 10am 


Racism & fascism today 
Julie Waterson, Asad Rehman & 
Aamer Anwar 11.45am 


The political fund: where should our money go? 
Dave Hayes 11.45am 


The end of empire 
Hassan Mahamdallie 11.45am 


The future of the anti-war movement 
George Galloway, Lindsey German & Andrew Murray 2pm 


What is the alternative to New Labour? 


George Galloway & John Rees 3.45pm 


The Age of Consent: A Manifesto for a New 


World Order 
George Monbiot 3.45pm 


Guns, the police & the black community 


Weyman Bennett 7pm 


Resistance in the Middle East 
Egyptian, Palestinian & Lebanese speakers 7pm 


John Coltrane: jazz, racism & resistance 


Martin Smith 7pm 


The way forward for Africa 
Mani Tanoh & Trevor Ngwane 2pm 


Brazil, Lula & resistance to 
neo-liberalism 
Sue Branford 2pm 


My vision of socialism 
Tony Benn 3.45pm 


The body for sale 
Judith Orr 7pm 


Trade unions & the war 
Paul Mackney, Linda Smith & Unjum Mirza 7pm 


We've all got questions. Together we've got answers 


Meena Menon 


Louise Christian 


Come to the 
opening rally 


Some of the best known names on the left 
internationally will be coming together to open 
the event. 

Chris Bambery from the Socialist Workers 
Party will be joined by Fausto Bertinotti from 
Rifondazione Comunista in Italy, trade union 
leader in India Meena Menon, Ashraf El- 
Bayoumi from Egypt, Trevor Ngwane from 
South Africa and Tommy Sheridan MSP from 
Scotland. 

Friday 4 July Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Road, London, 7pm 


Can’t make the 
whole week? 


Every weekday evening at Marxism we are 
putting on some of the best known speakers 
on the left. 

Here are a few of the highlights: 


MONDAY 7 JULY, 7pm 

Empire: the debate 

Alex Callinicos & Francesco Caruso 
TUESDAY 8 JULY, 7pm 


Chile’s 9/11: 30 years since the coup 
Jeremy Corbyn & Mario Nain 


The media & the war 
Jeremy Dear, Carmel Brown & 
Guy Smallman 


Project K forum: The European radical left in 
an era of permanent war 

Alex Callinicos, Daniel Bensaid & Italian 
speaker 

WEDNESDAY 9 JULY, 7pm 

Bush in Babylon: Recolonising Iraq 

Tariq Alli 

Reading is too important to be left to 
Charles Clarke 

Mike Rosen 

THURSDAY 10 JULY, 7pm 

Debate: Can we reclaim the state? 

Hilary Wainwright & Chris Nineham 
FRIDAY 11 JULY 

LIFE AFTER CAPITALISM DAY 

How could we run the economy? 

Rob Hoveman, 12.30pm 

Local or global? 

Sam Ashman & Colin Hines, 11.15am 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Every night after the last meeting there are 
films, theatre, DJs, live bands, and bars. 


Where Is 
Marxism held? 


The opening rally on Friday night is at the 
Friends Meeting House on Euston Road. The 
week continues at the University of London 
Union (ULU) on Malet Street, and the 
Institute of Education on Bedford Way. 


Nearest tubes are Euston, Euston 
Square, Russell Square, Warren Street 
and Goodge Street. 


Can | come for 
one meeting? 


Yes. Marxism will be divided into sessions, 
and you can buy session tickets for the 
morning, afternoon or evening when you are 
at the event. You can also buy tickets for 
particular days. 

Session tickets £8/ £6 (unwaged) 
Day tickets £16/ £12 (unwaged) 
Tickets are available from ULU. 
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IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


Bigideasininformal 
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Marxist \; 


BEDFORD 

s this the best democracy we 
can get? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Landsdowne Rd. 

BIRKENHEAD 

Are the ruling class unbeatable? 
on 14 Jul, 7.30pm, Community 
Centre, Christchurch Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM BILLESLEY 

s the US Empire unstoppable? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Warstock 
CommunityCentre, DaisyFarm Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM HANDSWORTH 

s racism in Britain getting 
worse? Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, St 
Theresa Refugee Centre, Soho Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
What would a socialist society 
look like? Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Open University Centre, 
Harbourne High St. 
BIRMINGHAM KING'S HEATH 
Can capitalism go on forever? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Dance 
Workshop, Mosley Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM SMALL HEATH 
Who benefits from Third 
World oppression? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Small Heath Youth and 
Community Centre, Muntz St. 
BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 
Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 
Monsoon, Ladypool Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM STIRCHLEY 
What would a socialist society 
look like? Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 
Stirchley CommunityCentre, 
Pershore Rd. 

BLACKBURN 

Revolution, resistance and the 
Middle East Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Puccino’s, King William St. 
BLACKWOOD 

South America in crisis Mon 14 
Jul, 7.15pm, Miners Institute. 
BOLTON 

Does the movement need 
political parties? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Albert Rooms, Town Hall. 
BOURNEMOUTH 

Karl Marx: the first anti- 
capitalist? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Bournemouth Centre for 
Community Arts, Havilland Rd. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 
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REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up or 
reformed as the established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. It has to be overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 
taken over and used by the working class. 


BRADFORD 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16 J ul, 7pm, Love Apple, 
Quebec St. 

BRIGHTON 

Why revolution is the only 
solution Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Phoenix Cafe, Waterloo Place. 
BRISTOL MONTPELIER 

The 60th anniversary of the 
Warsaw Ghetto Thu 17 Jul, 
7pm, Bristolian Cafe, Picton St. 
BROADSTAIRS 

Does the movement need 
political parties? 

Sun 13 Jul, 3pm, Broadstairs 
Centre, GrosvenorRd. 

BURY 

Why does sexism sell? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, BuryLibrary. 
CANTERBURY 

The police: what is their role? 
Thu 17 Jul, 5.30pm, Pascucci’s, 
High St. 

CHESTERFIELD 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16) ul, 7.30pm, Market Halls. 
COLCHESTER 

What would socialism look like? 
Mon21 Jul, 8pm, RAD Hall, South 
Way. 
COVENTRY 
Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 23 Jul, 7.30pm, Methodist 
Central Hall. 
CRAWLEY 
What will a future socialist 
society look like? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Three Bridges 
Community Centre, Gales Place. 
DUDLEY 

Can we beat the 
multinationals? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Claughton Community 
Centre, Blowers Green. 

ECCLES 

The J ewish socialist tradition 
Wed 23 Jul, 7.30pm, Library. 
FAVERSHAM 

Reform or revolution? Mon 14 
Jul, 7.30pm, Anchor, Abbey St. 
GATESHEAD 

What would a future socialist 
society look like? 

Tue 15 Jul, 7pm, Trinity Centre. 
HALIFAX 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, YMCA, Crossley St. 


HUDDERSFIELD 

The bloody history of British 
imperialism Thu 17 Jul, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, Church St. 
HULL 

What is Marxism? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.15pm, Avenues Adult 
Education Centre, Park Ave. 
KETTERING 

Why revolution is the only 
solution Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Sedani, Upper St. 

LEEDS ARMLEY 

Che Guevara Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Interplay Theatre, 
Armley Ridge Rd. 

LEEDS BEESTON 

How British imperialism 
shaped Iraq Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Tunstall Road 
Community Centre. 

LEEDS CHAPELTOWN 

Does the media control our 
minds? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre, Laycock 
Place. 

LEEDS HAREHILLS 

Is revolution possible? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Pakistani 
Community Centre. 

LEEDS HEADINGLEY 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Delicatessen Cafe, 
Hyde Park Corner. 

LEICESTER 

Can the state bea 
counterweight to globalisation? 
Mon14 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 
LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 

How do ideas change? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.15pm, 

Collect Gallery, Lark Lane. 
LIVERPOOL CITY CENTRE 
Can workers change the 
world? Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, 
Magnet, Hardman St. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 

Is racism on the rise in Britain? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.15pm, Wicked 
Foods, Upper Parliament St. 
LUTON 

Why revolution is the only 
solution Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
High Town Recreation Centre, 
Old Bedford Rd. 
MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
How capitalism underdevelops 
Africa Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Saffron Restaurant (bottom of 
Cheetham Hill Rd). 


INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
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oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 


designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


We are for real social, economic and 
political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 


To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 
organised into a revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be built by activity in 


the mass organisations of the working class. 


We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
» movement within the unions. 
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MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
Lessons of our history: the 
General Strike of 1926 Thu 17 
ul, 7.30pm, Chorlton Library. 
ANCHESTER HULME 
esistance and revolution in 
ran Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Hulme 
Centre, Royce Rd. 
MANCHESTER LEVENSHULME 
Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 24 Jul, 7.30pm, Sultan’s 
Corner Cafe, Stockport Rd. 
MANCHESTER RUSHOLME 
What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, J affa 
Restaurant, WilmslowRd. 
MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Revolution: how is it possible? 
Wed 16 Jul, 6.30pm, Library. 
MARGATE 
What would a socialist society 
look like? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Help Centre, Hawley Sq. 

MILTON KEYNES 

Is human nature the cause of 
war and greed? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Meeting Room, 402 
North Row. 

NEATH 

What is capitalism? 

Thu 24 Jul, 7.30pm, Mocha] oe’s 
Cafe (nr Safeway’s fountain). 
NORTHAM PTON 

Is human nature the cause of 
war and greed? Thu 17 Jul, 
6.45pm, Cafe Msaada, Kettering 
Rd (nr Clare St junction). 
NORWICH 

What would a socialist society 
look like? Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 
Owen's Cafe Bar, Farmer's Ave. 
NOTTINGHAM 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Broadway 
Cinema, Broad St. 

OLDHAM 

Lenin what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Mon21 Jul, 7.30pm, Afro- 
Caribbean Project, Clegg St. 
OXFORD CITY CENTRE 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Mitre, High St. 
OXFORD EAST 

ran: between the ayatollahs 
and America Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, East Oxford Community 
Centre, Cowley Rd. 

PENDLE 

Revolution: is it possible? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Marmaris 
Restaurant, Manchester Rd, Nelson. 
PONTEFRACT 

Is human nature responsible 
for war and greed? Wed 30 Jul, 
5pm, Squash Club, Stuart Rd. 
PORTSMOUTH 

Britain's hidden history of 
revolt Tue 15 Jul, 7pm, Cafe 
Citrus, Albert Rd. 

PRESTON FRENCHWOOD 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Unity Centre, Shepherds St. 

ST ALBANS 

s revolution possible? Mon 14 
ul, 7.30pm, Trinity Church (cnr 
Victoria St/ Beaconsfield Rd). 
SHEFFIELD FIRTH PARK 

s revolution possible? 

Sun 13 Jul, 7pm, Clock Tower, 
Firth Park Rd. 
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SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 

s there an alternative to 
capitalism? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Burton Street Project. 
SHEFFIELD HUNTER’S BAR 

s revolution possible? Thu 24 
ul, 7.30pm, Trinity United 
Reform Church, Ecclesall Rd. 
SHEFFIELD SHARROW 

s there an alternative to 
capitalism? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Highfield Library, London Rd. 
SHEFFIELD WALKLEY 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Walkley 
Library, South Rd. 
SOUTHAMPTON 

What would socialism look like? 
Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, Cook House, 

St Mary's St. 

STOKE 

Does the media control our 
ideas? Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Rm 82, 
Mellor Building, Staffs University. 
SUTTON COLDFIELD 

s revolution possible? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Sutton 
Coldfield College, Lichfield Rd. 
TELFORD 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Watling Community Centre. 
WALSALL 

Do the media control our ideas? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Talfrey 
Community Centre, Milton Rd. 
WATFORD 

If missiles can cross borders, 
why can’t people? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, New Trades and Labour 
Club, Woodford Rd. 

WIGAN 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Wigan Pier. 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, Lighthouse 
Cafe, Chubb Building, FriarSt. 
YORK 

Where now for anti-capitalism? 
Wed 16 Jul, 8pm, Priory Centre. 


ACTON 

How capitalism 
underdeveloped Africa Tue 15 
Jul, 8pm, West London Trade 
Union Club, High St. 

ANGEL 

Vietnam: when a superpower 
was humbled Tue 15 Jul, 
6.30pm, Sequel Cafe, Upper St. 
BARKING 

GM: Frankenstein foods or 
feeding the world? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Barking Library. 

BRICK LANE 

Jazz, racism and resistance 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Coffee@Brick Lane. 

BRIXTON 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to peace? Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Dogstar, Coldharbour Lane. 
BROMLEY 

What is Marxism? Mon 14 Jul, 
7pm, United Reformed Church, 
Widmore Rd. 

CALEDONIAN ROAD 

Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Shillyoeers, North Rd. 


CAMBERWELL & WALWORTH 
What would socialism look 
like? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Redstar, Camberwell Rd. 
CAMDEN 

Who benefits from Third World 
oppression? Wed 16 Jul, 
6.30pm, Marlina’s, High St. 
CATFORD 

Life after capitalism: what 
kind of world can we have? 
Tue 15 Jul, 7pm, Ciabatta Cafe, 
RusheyGreen Rd. 

CLAPHAM & STOCKWELL 
Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Cafe Nile (Stockwell e). 
CLAPTON 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Gulluoglu 
Bakery, 63 Lower Clapton Rd. 
CLERKENWELL 

Che Guevara: more than just a 
revolutionary icon? Tue 15 Jul, 
6pm, Union Tavem, Grays Inn Rd. 
CRICKLEWOOD 
Is there life after capitalism? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Cricklewood 
Homeless Concern, Ashford Rd. 
CROYDON 
How do we get a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Spice Cafe. 
DALSTON 
Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Halkevi 
Centre, Stoke Newington Rd. 
DOLLIS HILL 

Revolt and resistance in Latin 
America Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Grafenola, Dudden Hill Lane. 
DULWICH 
Marxism, creativity and art 
Wed 16 J ul, 7.30pm, Goose Green 
Centre (cnr Dulwich Rd/ Addis Rd). 
EALING 
Che Guevara and the politics 
of revolution Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Friends Meeting 

House, Woodville Rd. 

ELTHAM 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Community Centre, Eltham High St. 
ENFIELD 

Can the American left fight 
back against Bush? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Edmonton 
Green Leisure Centre, Plevna Rd. 
EUSTON 

Advertising the body: why 
sexism sells Wed 16 Jul, 
6.30pm, Cafe Muse, Museum St. 
FINSBURY PARK 

Is fascism still a threat in the 
21st century? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Gadz Cafe, Clifton Tce. 
GREEN LANES 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Cafe Delices Du J our, 
Green Lanes (cnr Hewitt Rd). 
HAMMERSMITH 

Why does sexism sell? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Palenswick House, King St. 
HIGHBURY 

Weapons of mass distraction: 
do the media control our 
ideas? Thu 17 Jul, 6.30pm, 
Stingray Cafe, Highbury Park. 
HONOR OAK 

Is revolution possible? Tue 15 
Jul, 7.30pm, Ackroyd Community 
Centre, Ackroyd Rd. 


HOUNSLOW 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
16 Jul, 7.30pm, Hounslow 
CommunityCentre, Montague Rd. 
ILFORD 

Weapons of mass deception: 
do the media control our 
ideas? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Noir, York Rd. 

KENTISH TOWN 

Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 
Mediterranean Cafe, Kentish 
Town Rd. 

LADBROKE GROVE 

Life after capitalism: what 
sort of world can we have? 
Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, Green 
Room, Paddington Arts Centre, 
Woodfield Rd. 

LEWISHAM 

Che Guevara: who was he? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Hunkarim 

(cnr Lee High Rd/ Marischal Rd). 
LONDON FIELDS 

What would a socialist 
society look like? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Pasta Casa, 
Broadway Market. 
NEW CROSS 

Is revolution possible? 
Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, Moonbow 
Jake’s, NewCross Rd. 
PECKHAM 
Can there be a revolution in 
Britain? Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Peckham Library. 
RICHMOND 
Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism today 

Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, ETNA Centre, 
Rosslyn Rd, East Twickenham. 
SOUTHALL 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Dominion Theatre, The Green. 
STREATHAM 

What would a socialist society 
be like? Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, Sunnyhill Rd. 

SWISS COTTAGE 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, 

Swiss Cottage Community 
Centre, Winchester Rd. 

TOOTING 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Wed 23 Jul, 
7.30pm, Colliers Wood 
Community Centre. 

TOTTENHAM 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Dugyu Cafe, West Green Rd. 
UXBRIDGE 

Is revolution possible? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Friends 
Meeting House, York Rd. 
VICTORIA 

Can there be life without 
capitalism? Tue 15 Jul, 
6.30pm, King’s Arms, 
Buckingham Palace Rd. 
WALTHAMSTOW 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, Le Petit Cafe, 
Hoe St. 

WOOLWICH 

Life after capitalism: what 
kind of world can we have? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Friends Cafe, 
Barnard Close. 


Anti Nazi League 
www.anl.org.uk 

020 7924 0333 
Globalise Resistance 
www.resist.org.uk 

020 70532071 


Local SWP if East London Nottingham 
07939 951 376 07739 712 432 
Barnsley Exeter Plymouth 
07881 558 590 07939 558 115 07803 620 390 
Birmingham Hackney Portsmouth 


07968 551 870 


07788 770 741 


07801 290 411 


Black Country 
07748 653 627 


Haringey & Enfield 
07736 064 045 


Scotland (SW Platform) 
07971 583 934 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties Sheffield 
www.stopwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07739 153 472 
020 7053 2153/4/5/6 Brighton Huddersfield South East London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07986 688 842 07951 737 003 
www.s ocialistalliance.net Bristol Kent South London 

020 7791 3138 07766 258 329 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire East Southampton 
www.defendcouncilhousing. 07950 142 464 07968 952 180 07958 311 922 
org.uk Camden & Islington Lancashire West Swansea 

020 7987 9989 07984 674 582 07739 372 844 07759 901 392 


Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 


Cardiff 
07903 918 236 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07761 853 925 


www.defend-asylum.org Central London Leicester Tyneside 
07941 566 183 07957 316 094 07791 102 291 07947 180 994 
Spark Chesterfield Manchester Waltham Forest 
www.ones olution.org.uk 07881 558 590 07946 413 763 07796 697 271 
07905 998 675 Coventry Merseyside West London 
Scottish Socialist Party 07712 047 873 07952 410 718 07742 002 111 
www.scottishsocialistparty.org | East Anglia Norwich York 


0141 2217714 


07734 903 378 


07734 903 378 


07961 317 117 


Marching in Burnley 


SERVICES UNION 
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Unityto stop BNP 


HE FOUR local Unity 
marches took place in 
areas where the British 
National Party (BNP) 
have won council seats. 

Over 300 people marched 
through Halifax. 

The BNP has two councillors in 
Halifax, and hopes to win more 
when all the council seats come up 
for election next year. Local people 
are determined to build a campaign 
to stop that, and to unseat the two 
sitting councillors. 

Warren Ellison is a firefighter in 
the FBU union and secretary of the 
local trades council. He has played 
a key role in building a united re- 
sponse to the BNP in Halifax. 

“Under the Unity banner we 
have brought together people in 
Halifax who oppose the BNP,” he 
explained. 

“We have church and Muslim 
groups, community groups, trade 
unions, residents’ associations, and 
groups like the Anti Nazi League, 
all working together to challenge 
the BNP. We only formed Unity 
locally recently and this is our first 
initiative.” 

Saturday’s march had banners 
from many trade unions—Unison, 
the CWU, TGWU, NUJ, GMB, 
Natfhe, NASUWT and NUT. 

A broad range of political views 
were also represented, with Labour 
Party members, supporters of the 
local Socialist Alliance, and Liberal 
Democrats all marching. 


Anti-Nazis, trade unionists and people from different political backgrounds came 
together last Saturday to oppose the Nazi British National Party 


Mike Freeman was there with a 
group from his Ryburn Labour 
Party ward, and their banner. 

“We are very concerned about 
the BNP gaining a foothold in the 
area. We have to make a stand 
against them. 

“As well as marching we also 
have to focus on the real issues in 
people’s lives that the BNP try and 
exploit. We have to do serious 
work at the grassroots.” 

A rally at the end of the march 
heard messages from local 
Labour MPs Alice Mahon and 
Chris McCafferty, who backed 
the march even though they had 
been unable to be there in person. 

Other messages of support in- 
cluded one from the local football 
club’s Halifax Town Supporters 
Trust. 


Burnl €Y Around 150 people 
marched with banners from the 
local trades council and the Burn- 
ley Natfhe branch. There were 
also banners from the GMB and 
Natfhe regional bodies and other 
union organisations. 

BNP members showed their true 
face by attacking a white woman in 
a pub for wearing an Anti Nazi 
League sticker. They also sur- 
rounded and abused Labour NEC 
member Shahid Malik while he 


was giving an interview. 

One of those arrested for this 
was a member of the violent Nazi 
group Combat 18. 


Cheshunt 200 people marched 
in Cheshunt, just north of London. 
This is the area where the BNP won 
a seat on Broxbourne council in 
May. 

Most of the marchers were local 
people. 

Cheshunt resident Maz Cook 
told Socialist Worker, “I helped to 
organise Broxbourne Against 
Racism after the BNP councillor 
was elected. I am disgusted at what 
they stand for. 

“T am the mother of a small child 
and don’t want the violence and 


divisions which the BNP brings. 

“We had a good protest against 
the BNP at the Broxbourne coun- 
cil meeting and today’s march has 
shown we have support in the local 
area. 

“We are going to expose what 
the BNP really stand for, expand 
the number of people organised 
against them and campaign in any 
future elections where they stand.” 

Banners on the march included 
Broxbourne Labour Party, two 
Unison branches, two trades coun- 
cils and branches of the CWU, 
Usdaw, TGWU and NUT. 

Phil Sharpe, the political educa- 
tion officer of Broxbourne Labour 
Party, told Socialist Worker, “The 
BNP are a minority in the area 


Against the BNP in Halifax 
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where they won the seat and in 
Broxbourne more generally. 

“On Broxbourne council the 
Tories have 34 seats, Labour has 
two, there is one independent and 
one BNP. 

“Yet Broxbourne is the poorest 
part of Hertfordshire. There are 
people who are fed up with the 
council and fed up with the gov- 
ernment who wrongly see voting 
for the BNP as a form of protest. 

“But there are also wild racist 
myths that go about—such as when 
there are new homes built that they 
are all going to asylum seekers 
when in fact none are. 

“In another Broxbourne seat 
where the BNP stood we organised 
and canvassed very hard. We cut 
the BNP vote. 

“This shows that organising 
makes a difference.” 

Speaking at a rally at the end of 
the march, Labour MEP Richard 
Howitt said, “There is nothing 
more important than all of us 
working together to fight fascism, 
whatever our political views. 

“It is no good hoping the BNP 
will just go away. We have to cam- 
paign against them. 

“We also have to make sure that 
we take on the arguments about 
asylum. Political parties, including 
Labour, must not give dignity to 


the BNP’s anti-asylum views.” 

Both Broxbourne Labour coun- 
cillors were also on the march. 

The police grossly overreacted 
to the march. They imposed re- 
strictions such as preventing 
marchers giving out leaflets. They 
also lined the march with officers 
as if they were escorting a hostile 
football crowd. 


Dudle Y Around 250 people 
marched. 

BNP councillors have been 
elected in Dudley and Sandwell. 

There were banners from 
Dudley Unison, Natfhe West Mid- 
lands, Sandwell Unison, the Indian 
Workers Association, North 
Staffordshire Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism and a wide 
range of political, anti-racist and 
anti-fascist groups. 

March organiser Ian Murray of 
the Unity Campaign said, “We 
are here to show the depth of op- 
position to the BNP, expose their 
fascist policies, expose them as 
Nazis, and bring together differ- 
ent trade unions, political parties, 
and people from all communities 
under the Unity banner to oppose 
them.” 

Youth worker Gayle from Stour- 
bridge said she was on the march 
because “Dudley is a multicultural 
town and has been for years. Every- 
one has the right to be accepted.” 
David J eremy, Charlie Kimber and 
Paul McGarr 


WALTHAM STOW 


Shock and 


anger at 
racist 
murder 


THE RACIST murder of 
Awais Alam in 
Walthamstow has sent 
shockwaves through 
east London. 

Awais, a retired 
London Underground 
worker, was out 
shopping in his local 
high street two weeks 


ago when he was 
racially abused and 
then set upon by two 
white men. 

After repeated kicks 
to the body and head, 
Awais suffered a heart 
attack and died. 

Asense of sorrow 
and outrage has 
gripped this multiracial 
community. But itis 
combined with a sense 
of urgency. 

Local anti-racists 
and trade union 
activists gathered at 
Walthamstow tube 
station on three 
evenings last week to 
collect money and 
signatures ona 


condolence card. 

Well over £100 was 
raised within just a few 
hours. 

At just two days’ 
notice they organised 
a vigil last Saturday. 
Leena from Waltham 
Forest Trades Council 
helped spread the 
word: “I can’t 
remember anything 
as bad as this murder. 
But I knew that we 
could help act as an 
umbrella for this type 
of protest—we 
e-mailed everyone we 
knew.” 

Over 100 people 
attended the vigil, held 
on the street where 


Awais was murdered. 
They included many of 
Awais’s family, ten 
members of Awais’s 
RMT trade union, and 
two local MPs. 

During the vigil 
construction workers 
stopped their work to 
join in a minute’s 
silence in Awais’s 
memory. 

Harry Cohen MP 
spoke for many when 
he linked Awais’s 
murder to the hysteria 
being generated 
against asylum 
seekers: “The 
intolerance towards 
asylum seekers is an 
onslaught on racial 


harmony. 

“Ithas come from 
the press but it is up to 
the politicians to stand 
up to it. Ihave said to 
many cabinet ministers 
that we have to stop the 
climate of fear.” 

Unjum Mirza of the 
RMT read from his 
union’s tribute which 
praised Awais’s 
courage: “His stand 
against racism in the 
community and in the 
street shows the sort 
of man he was and 
reflects the support he 
gave, all his working 
life, to his fellow 
workers.” 

Steve Datta, an RMT 


rep from the local tube 
station joined the vigil 
in his lunchbreak. 
“The London 
Underground isa 
close community. 
Where | work, on the 
Victoria Line, most 
members knew him,” 
he said 

Afsal Malik, from 
the Walthamstow 
Race Equality Council, 
demanded that 
Awais’s murderers 
face justice. “The last 
racist murder in 
Walthamstow was 20 
years ago. It remains 
an unsolved case. 
This time the culprits 
must be caught.” 


After the vigil, 
Awais’s niece Danielle 
Walker told Socialist 
Worker, “This vigil 
shows that people can 
come together—black 
and white. We can all 
be one.” 

People at the vigil 
were shocked to hear 
that teddy bears, 
flowers and candles 
that had been laid 
where Awais fell had 
been smashed up. But 
they shared the belief 
that the vigil should 
mark the beginning of 
a campaign to combat 
racism in 
Walthamstow. 


Yuri Prasad 
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Activists win 
refugee reprieve 


RESSURE FROM local 
ampaigners in Lewisham, 
outh London, has won Tham 
arki, an asylum seeker from 
artorn Nepal, a temporary 
eprieve from deportation. 

Over 750 letters were writ- 
en to David Blunkett in sup- 
ort of the Lewisham College 
tudent. 

Tham has been granted a ju- 
icial review set for Thursday 
f next week. 

If Tham wins, the process 
f his application for asylum 

ill begin again, and he will 
ot be immediately deported 
o Nepal. 

Thousands of people are 
eing killed in a bitter civil war 
here that has raged for seven 
ears. 

Tham was part of the re- 
istance movement which 
onfronted the Nepalese 
overnment. 

mi To send messages of 
support call Pat Carmody 
on 020 8692 4389 or e-mail 
tham_sarki_campaign@ 
hotmail.com 


Striking case of 
give and take 


VER 100 workers at a hy- 
raulic pipe facatory on Tyne- 
ide walked out on strike on 

onday and Tuesday. 

The workers, members of 
he GMB union, work at the 
UCO plant in Walker, New- 
astle, and are taking action 
ver a pay claim. 

Management offered a 3 
ercent pay rise, which 

orked out at around £10 a 
eek for most workers. 

But the offer was tied to a 
eduction in overtime pay 
ates which would cost most 

orkers around £20 a week. 

No wonder the workers 
anted to strike! 

RAY SMITH 


Oppose Blair’s 
bloody meeting 


ONY BLAIR is convening a 
eeting in London next 
hursday, 10 July, to raise 
upport for the Colombian 
overnment. 
European Union states, the 
S, World Bank and IMF 
ill all be at next week’s 
eeting aimed at supporting 
he Colombian regime of 
lvaro Uribe Velez, which 
resides over the worst 
uman rights abuses in the 
estern hemisphere. 
Campaigners have called a 
rotest in solidarity with the 
olombian people. 
Vigil 4pm-7pm 
Wednesday 9 July. 
Mi Picket from 2pm with 
rally, 60m-8pm, Thursday 
10 July, both in Whitehall, 
opposite Downing Street, 
London SW1. 
mi For more details e-mail 
colombia_sc@hotmail.com 
or phone 07743 743 041. 


Marching for our 
post office 


eople in Cardiff are angry at 

he Post Office’s plans to sell 
ff its Albany Road, Cardiff, 
ranches making 22 workers 
edundant. 

Albany Road School in 
oath was packed with 130 
eople Monday of last week, 
hen residents took the chance 

o tell the consultation team 
hat they thought. 

The following Saturday 300 
eople on marched through 
usy Roath to the post office, 
here Jon Owen Jones, 
abour MP for Cardiff Central 
nd Denis Humphries, CWU 
ostal workers’ union rep for 
ounter staff, spoke at a rally. 

TERESA GOSS 


A breath of fres 


al 


Sweeps ae union 


DELEGATES gathered 
in Blackpool for the 
last AEEU engineers’ 
and electricians’ union 
conference last week. 

The union is to officially 
merge with the MSF union 
to form Britain’s second 
biggest union, Amicus. 

Amicus-AEEU has seen 
dramatic changes over the last 
year. Left winger Derek Simp- 
son beat Sir Ken Jackson in the 
general secretary elections last 
July. 

Jackson and his right wing 
machine had controlled the 
union with an iron fist. 

The conference had none 
of the debates over issues like 
the war on Iraq or the political 
fund that have characterised 
other unions’ conferences. 

The executive kept argu- 
ment to a minimum by asking 
anyone who put forward a 
motion they disagreed with to 
remit it. On every occasion 
the delegates did so. 

The executive remains 
dominated by figures from the 
Jackson era. Many of them 
give the impression they have 
shifted after Jackson’s defeat. 
Derek Simpson praised these 
people. 

But for the majority of 
delegates the conference 
was a breath of fresh air. 

The main issues discussed 
were the haemorrhaging of 
manufacturing jobs, the pen- 
sions crisis and the need for a 
corporate manslaughter law. 

“British manufacturing 
will see 18,000 jobs lost this 


William Cook's 


FOUNDRY workers from 
the William Cook’s dispute 
in Sheffield collected over 
£1,000 at last week’s Amicus 
conference. 

Sacked in 2001 after 
taking official strike action, 
some 37 workers face the 
result of an employment tri- 
bunal in July. 

“If we were to lose this it 
would open up the flood- 
gates,” Eddie Grimes told 
Socialist Worker. “Manage- 
ment wanted to cut wages 
and make us work longer.” 

Eddie is also standing on 
the left slate for the 
executive. 
mSend messages of support 
and donations to the William 
Cook’s strikers to 116 
Richmond Park Crescent, 
Sheffield S13 8HG. 


year,” said Kenny Jordan. 

“Much of the manufactur- 
ing erosion is due to govern- 
ment policies. We have to 
fight to retain UK jobs and 
combat government inaction.” 

The union plans to organise 
a lobby of the Labour Party 
conference in Bournemouth 
this September over manufac- 
turing job losses. 

In a moving speech about 
the number of workplace 
deaths, left wing executive 
member Jimmy Craigie said, 
“IT have been faced with so 
many shattered girlfriends, 
children, mothers, grandpar- 
ents who I have had to tell that 
their son, brother, husband 
has been killed at work. 

“There are 400 people 
killed at work every year in 
this country. 

“The only thing that will 
improve the lives of people is 
if the directors involved are 
jailed for murder. There is a 
desperate need for legislation. 
The employers are already 
lobbying for a fudge.” 

Graham Goddard is a 
worker at the UEF company 
where union members are bal- 
loting for industrial action 
against the winding up of their 
final salary pension scheme. 

He said, “Pensions are de- 
ferred wages. If we’d had 
wage cuts the size of pension 
cuts there’d have been more 
of an outcry. 

“Across Europe people 
have been on strike against 
pension cuts. That’s what we 
ought to be doing.” 

Michael Thomas said, “If 


Amicus members at William Cook’s in Sheffield have fought against their employer for over two 


years (see below) 


we had £3 billion to waste on 
war on Iraq we can afford 
decent pensions.” 

Despite the anxiety dele- 
gates stressed over these 
issues, the majority of AEEU 
delegates still want to believe 
Labour can represent them. 

Both chancellor Gordon 
Brown and chair of the Labour 
Party Ian McCartney got 
standing ovations. 

Derek Simpson made clear 
his opposition to any criticism 
of the union’s links with New 
Labour: 

“There’s a breath of fresh 
air blowing through the trade 


union movement. We need to 
use that to revitalise the 
labour movement and the 
government. 

“We cannot go to the ex- 
cesses of calling for funds to 
be withdrawn from the Labour 
Party. 

“We have to use our 
strength to rein in the rest of 
the union movement. We need 
stronger bonds between our- 
selves and the Labour Party.” 

Simpson addressed around 
150 Amicus-AEEU members 
at a fringe meeting of the left 
wing Amicus Unity Gazette 
on Thursday lunchtime. 


Strikers say no to redundancies 


SOME 59 NUT union mem- 
bers at Crofton School in 
Lewisham, south London, 
took strike action on Thurs- 
day of last week. 

They are fighting against 
the redundancies of three 
teachers on annual contracts 
at the school. 

Initially staff were told up 
to 11 teachers (one in seven 
of the teaching staff) could 
be made redundant because 
of the budget crisis. 

The Parents’ and Teach- 
ers’ Association was ap- 
palled and wrote letters to 
pressure the head and the 
governers. 

Lewisham NUT members 
voted overwhelmingly for 


strike action. 

A meeting of the school’s 
governing body met a well 
attended and determined 
lobby. 

The governors only nar- 
rowly voted to go ahead with 
redundancies. 

On the day of the strike 
the picket line was big and 
lively with support from 
other Lewisham schools. 

Strikers then went to 
Lewisham town centre. 
Many people enthusiastically 
signed a petition. 

Strikers attended lunch- 
time meetings in other sec- 
ondary schools and plan to 
leaflet pupils and parents in 
all secondary schools. 


LEEDS NUT members are 
being balloted over strike 
action to defend jobs. 

More than 20 compulsory 
redundancy notices were 
issued to both teachers and 
support staff across Leeds pri- 
mary schools. 

These job cuts are a result of 
“financial deficits”. 

Since the ballot was an- 
nounced, education chiefs 
have agreed to meet union ne- 
gotiators weekly to try to 
reduce the number of job 
losses. 

This shows that just a hint of 
action will send employers 
scurrying back to the negotiat- 
ing table. 

SALLY KINCAID 


Stop the war 


Hackney AROUND 200 
people came to hear George 
Galloway speak against the 
occupation of Iraq in Hackney, 
east London, on Saturday of 
last week. 

The meeting was part of the 
Turkish and Kurdish Day Mer 
Festival for Peace. 

Mustafa Yalciner, from the 
Turkish Labour Party, joined 
Galloway on the platform. 


Tottenham AROUND 200 
people packed into the Col- 
lege of North East London to 
hear George Galloway, John 
Rees and Dr Siddiqui call for 
an end to the Anglo-American 


occupation of Iraq. 

Local Stop the War groups 
are now planning for the re- 
called People’s Assembly in 
August and the national 
demonstration called on 27 
September. 

SIMON HESTER 


Brixton THE STOP the War 
group invited New Labour MP 
Keith Hill to defend his pro- 
war stance to his constituents 
last week. Fifty people came to 
the meeting. 

People talked about the way 
they had worked to get the MP 
elected in the past, of Labour’s 
roots as a working class party 


and how they felt ashamed and 
disgusted at New Labour’s 
pro-imperialist stance. 

Anger erupted when Hill 
continued to insist the war had 
benefited the Iraqi people and 
that weapons of mass destruc- 
tion would be found. He said 
that if we didn’t agree with 
him all we had to do was not 
vote for him next time. 

The MP was visibly shocked 
by the number of people he 
recognised as past Labour ac- 
tivists at the meeting. 

JULIE HALL 


Glasgow FIFTY people went 
to a Cathcart Against War meet- 


ing last week in the Southside of 
Glasgow where a local Iraqi 
screened footage of his recent 
visit to Baghdad showing the 
horror of the occupation in Iraq. 
BETH ARMSTRONG 


Gloucester SOME 100 people 
came to hear George Galloway 
speak at the University of 
Gloucestershire on Friday of 
last week. 

He said the coalition had 
done a magnificent job and 
nearly stopped the war, but now 
had to make sure that Blair was 
held to account for all the lies in 
the run-up to the war. 
STEWART SMYTH 


Picture: Socialist Worker 


This is the united left which 
is standing candidates in the 
forthcoming executive elec- 
tions to make sure Amicus 
represents its members. 
MATTHEW COOKSON 


THE conference over the 
joint rules of the MSF and 
AEEU sections of Amicus 
voted by around three to 
one to accept the rule book 
of the Amicus union on 
Tuesday of last week. 

Many delegates were con- 
cerned about the implica- 
tions for democracy of the 
new rule book. 


Bus workers 


Action wins 
better pay 


SOUTH YORKSHIRE bus 
workers voted to accept First 
Group’s latest improved pay 
offer, which they won through 
strike action. 

Over 1,100 workers, mem- 
bers of the TGWU, held 
three days of strikes and 
threatened to stage a four- 
day strike. 

The company was forced 
to retreat on its attempts to 
remove two bank holidays 
from the workers. 

First Group has also in- 
creased workers’ pay across 
all rates, including newer 
and longstanding drivers, by 
an average of 5.8 percent. 

Drivers can now also 
progress onto the higher 
rates of pay more quickly. 


TWO DAYS of strike action 
by bus workers in Bournemouth 
has won them an increased pay 
deal. 

The 260 drivers and engi- 
neers working for Yellow Bus, 
run by Bournemouth council, 
went on strike last month. 

Yellow Bus offered them a 
4.9 percent rise this year but 
the workers rejected the offer. 
It included a freeze on their 
sick pay for two years and 
other strings. 

They planned to hold two 
further days of strike action 
but voted last week to accept 
Yellow Bus’s revised pay 
deal that improved sick pay 
provision. 

Bus workers in the nearby 
Wiltshire and Dorset company 
are still involved in a dispute 
over the company’s attempt to 
ditch their final salary pension 
scheme. 

The 460 workers, members 
of the RMT union, were due 
to hold a six-day strike last 
month. 

Although the workers’ 
strikes have now been sus- 
pended a deal has not yet been 
hammered out. 


Lift engineers 


SOME 1,000 Otis lift engi- 
neers, members of Amicus, 
went on strike on Friday of last 
week in their continuing dis- 
pute over pay. 

Ken Biggs, the national or- 
ganiser of the lift section of the 
union, told Socialist Worker, 
“This is not just about a 1.7 
percent pay deal and an extra 
2.2 percent only granted by 
local managers after individual 
interviews. 


t 
Diary 
Upcoming | 
events | 
Friday 4-Friday 11 July 
@ Marxism 2003, central 
London. A week of 
debates, forums and 
meetings organised by the 
Socialist Workers Party 
with speakers from around 


the world. See page 11 for 
more details. 


Saturday 5 July 

@ Dignity at Work—demo 
in Manchester against 
redundancies at Mancat 
college. Assemble 12 
noon, Mancat St John’s 
building, New Quay Street. 
Rally in Albert Square. 
Called by Natfhe. 


Friday 11 July 

@Walter Mosley speaks on 
the US after 11 September 
in his only bookshop event 


“We can’t accept this. An- 
other lift company has come 
up with a 4.1 percent pay deal 
for its workers. 

“Otis, the biggest lift com- 
pany, has come up with an in- 
ferior pay deal. 

“Over the last two years 
workers have had a very hard 
time. The strikes have been 
very good. There is a stewards’ 
meeting on 10 July where we 
will decide our next step.” 


during a visit to Britain, 
6pm, Bookmarks bookshop, 
1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1. Phone 020 
7637 1848 or e-mail 
events@bookmarks.uk.com 
to reserve your free place. 


Saturday 12 July 
@Manchester’s “Wall down” 
protest in solidarity with the 
Palestinians. From 2pm, 
Albert Square. 


Tuesday 22 July 

@ Boycott Coca-Cola 
international day of action. 
Called by the Colombian 
Sinaltrainal union and 
backed by World Social 
Forum. 


Saturday 30 August 
@Love Music Hate 
Racism festival in 
Whitstable. From 11am, 
Tankerton Slopes. 


Saturday 27 September 
@ National anti-war 
demonstration organised by 
the Stop the War Coalition, 
from 12 onwards, central 
London. 
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sy Wicmelelaliclacyarers 


HE RMT rail union delegates 
t their conference on Monday 
ignalled an uncompromising 
truggle against the British Na- 
ional Party (BNP) and other 

azis. 

They unanimously voted 
or a motion saying it is “a de- 

ocratic right to seek to 
efend victims of racism and 
xclude and expel racists 

rom the union”. 

RMT general secretary Bob 
row told the conference the 
nion had expelled Patrick Har- 

ington, a longstanding member 
f various fascist groups, the 
revious Friday. 

There was loud applause 

hen he said the union will 
ace down Nazis who are at- 
empting to use employment 
ribunals to overturn their ex- 
ulsion from the unions and 
et compensation. 

Bob Crow said that if Har- 
ington or any other Nazis won 
t a tribunal then “this union 

ill not pay them a penny. 

“If they want to send the 
ailiffs in then we will or- 
anise the biggest demo we 
ave had as a union outside 
ur headquarters. 

“We will send a clear mes- 
age that we will have no truck 
ith racists and fascists.” 

The RMT is due to investi- 
ate BNP member Jay Lee, who 
onned his way into the union in 
addington, west London. 

An employment tribunal 
as scandalously awarded Lee 

housands of pounds after the 
slef train drivers’ union ex- 
elled him. 

Aslef is appealing against 
hat decision and, like the RMT, 
s calling on the government to 

ake it clear that unions have 
he right to expel Nazis. 

That demand is also coming 
rom other unions. 

Mick Skiggs from Ports- 

outh said there is a real 
anger of the BNP gaining 
angerous ground unless the 

rade union movement throws 
tself fully into the fight now. 

Glenn Burrows from Bristol 
escribed how the BNP tried 

o mask their fascist politics 
ehind feigned concern over 
ssues such as privatisation. 

“They are not champions of 
he working class,” she said. 

“We have a job to do in ed- 
cating our members and other 

orkers about what the BNP 
eally stand for.” 

Many delegates also spoke 
bout the social conditions that 
llow the BNP to gain a 
oothold. They called for trade 
nions to stand up to the gov- 
mment’s attacks on working 
eople as well confronting the 
ar right. 

KEVIN OVENDEN 


Goss 


ORKERS AT Goss print- 
rs in central Preston were 
ue to start an overtime ban 
n Friday of this week 
gainst management at- 
empts to impose a wage 
reeze. 

The workers are members 
f the TGWU union and 

micus union—both the 
EEU and MSF sections. 

Officials have been negoti- 
ting a wage rise since last 
eptember. Management 

ithdrew their initial 2 per- 
ent offer. Faced with this 
he 138 workers voted over- 
helmingly for action. 

Ian Cook, the Amicus- 

EEU convenor, said, ““We 
ant a pay rise and if they do 
ot make an offer we will start 
n overtime ban on Friday at 
1.30am. 

“Depending on what hap- 
ens with this we will consider 
scalating to strike action.” 

MICHAEL LAVALETTE, 
Socialist Alliance councillor 
in Preston 


Campaign to beat New 
Labour's SATs tests 


SOME 175 teachers, par- 
ents and school governors 
launched a national cam- 
paign against SATs tests at 
a conference in London last 
Saturday. 

John Illingworth, a primary 
school head teacher from Not- 
tinghamshire and a former pres- 
ident of the NUT union, summed 
up the confident mood of the day. 

He told the conference, “I have 
never felt as optimistic as I do now 
that we can get rid of these national 
damaging tests imposed on children. 

“East Midlands TV did a phone 
poll and found 95 percent of respon- 
dents against the SATs. 

“We know the government will 
hit back hard to maintain SATs. But 
we should be confident that this is a 
campaign we can win.” 

After a unanimous vote at its con- 
ference, the NUT is moving toa 
boycott of the tests next year. 

There is due to be an indicative 
vote in September followed by a 
ballot in the autumn for a boycott. 


John Illingworth 


Picture: Dave Gilchrist 


The campaign is already under 
way in many areas and is far wider 
than NUT members. 

The conference focused on draw- 
ing together ideas and there was a 
unanimous feeling that the momen- 
tum needs to be built now. 

Jon Berry is the secretary of Hert- 
fordshire NUT, which called the 
conference. He said, “Parents and 
students are critical to the success of 
the campaign. It’s their involvement 
that will boost the confidence of 
teachers to say no to the tests. 

“And it is building a popular cam- 
paign that will make it more difficult 
for the government to outlaw any 
boycott or pressure the union to call 
it off.” 

Simon Makinde, an 11 year old 
pupil at Fairlands primary school in 
Stevenage, demonstrated the bitter- 
ness of school students at the tests. 


Publicity 


He opened the conference saying, 
“Some people are brighter than me, 
some are not as bright. But still some 
of us started to panic when we heard 
we had to do the tests.” 

He said it was totally unfair that 
some children would get the advan- 
tage of extra help at home while 
others didn’t. 

Most of the day was taken up with 
workshops which maximised discus- 
sion. The dozens of ideas thrown up 
will appear in a campaign booklet. 

They range from getting schools 
to survey parents through to street 
stalls and publicity stunts. 

The overall message was to get 
the campaign up and running now 
and not to wait on the NUT’s 
timetable. 

Award winning children’s author 


Some 175 people attended last Saturday's conference against SATs 


Alan Gibbons described how educa- 
tion secretary Charles Clarke had an- 
nounced an inadequate retreat over 
tests for seven year olds. 

Then he added a few weeks later 
that testing would be extended to 
more subjects for 14 year olds. 

“These are signs of a weak but 
nasty government,” Alan said. “The 


anti-war movement showed us chil- 
dren can come out onto the streets. 

“There is a huge feeling against 
the SATs. This can re-energise union 
branches. 

“Every area should have a mass 
rally against the SATs. I'd like to see 
a national demonstration in the 
autumn. We can win.” 


Many delegates to Saturday’s con- 
ference remembered how a boycott of 
SATs when they came in 11 years ago 
was called off. 

There was a determination not to 
let the opportunity to end these dam- 
aging tests slip by again. 

For more details e-mail 
nutjon@aol.com 


Trade justice 


FREE TRADE was attacked 
by thousands of protesters 
across Britain last Saturday. 

Events ranged from ral- 
lies and marches to fairs. 
The main focus of the day 
was to lobby MPs to make 
them aware of how unfair 
the present trading system 
is to poorer countries. 

Many of the marchers 
and protesters held “scales 
of justice” and tugs of war 
with unequal sides to illus- 
trate the unfairness of the 
world trade system. 

Tom Lunt from Christian 
Aid spoke to Socialist 
Worker from a protest in 
Mile End, east London. 

He said, “Big business 
demands small farmers in 
places like Kenya grow 
crops like French beans, 
which aren’t normally eaten 
there. Then they don’t 
honour the contract and 
farmers are left with a use- 
less crop. 

“The Trade Justice 
Movement is challenging 
the government’s call for 
the liberalisation of mar- 
kets in the run-up to the 
World Trade Organisation 
meeting in Cancun, Mexico, 
in September.” 

The protests were called 
by the Trade Justice Move- 
ment, which is made up of 
over 40 charities and non- 
governmental organisations 
including Christian Aid, 
Oxfam, Fair Trade and Baby 
Milk Action. 


In Nottingham between 
150 and 200 people marched 
from the Robin Hood statue, 
in the centre of town, to St 
Peter’s Church. 

John Shemeld reported, 
“Lots of people carried 
weighing scales with them 
and one man was dressed 
up as a fat cat—with a 
padded belly, bow tie and 
fat cigar. 

“When we reached the 
church there was a mock 
boxing match between 
Javid Khaliq—the world 
welterweight champion— 
and Omar Mohhamed, aged 
ten. 

“Javid told me that when 
he was out in South Africa, 
while boxing, he saw some 
of the effects of the unfair 
terms of trade and he was 
appalled.” 

In Cardiff a fair was held 
in Sophia Gardens with a 
Caribbean steel band and 
folk dancing attracting up to 
100 people. 

Around 70 people took 
part in a mini festival in Vic- 
toria Square, Birmingham, 
and around 50 people lob- 
bied an MP in Leeds. In Brix- 
ton around 60 people took 
part in lobbying Keith Hill 
MP. 

Other events included 
people lying on Brighton 
beach to mark out the 
scales of justice, and at 
Glastonbury scales were 
projected onto the Pyramid 
Stage screens. 


Birmingham meeting 


AROUND 120 people re- 
cently packed into a local 
meeting called by the Resi- 
dents Against Port Expan- 
sion group in Harwich. 

The group has taken on 
the giant multinational 
Hutchisin Whampoa, which 
is planning to build a mas- 
sive automated container 
dock. This will be just a few 
hundred yards from a work- 
ing class residential area. 

The meeting had trade uni- 
onists, environmentalists and 
Socialist Alliance members . 

The proposal will not 
employ 772 directly on the 
dock. The container dock 
will be fully automated and 
designed to run with the 
minimum of labour. 

JOHN TIPPLE 


PEOPLE PACKED into the 
council chamber in Birming- 
ham last Sunday evening. 

But this was a very different 
type of meeting from the usual 
stuffy, bureaucratic gatherings 
of councillors. 

The chamber was filled 
with over 250 Birmingham 
residents—young and old, 
black, white and Asian. 

There were Labour Party 
members, veteran CND and 
peace activists, school stu- 
dents, people from local Stop 
the War groups and trade 
unionists, including council 
and hospital workers. 

They were united by their 
hatred of Bush and Blair’s war 
in Iraq and by the desire to 
construct an alternative to the 
mainstream parties. 


OVER 400 people attended a 
union mass meeting in Liver- 
pool on Monday of this week. 

The workers, members of the 
Unison union, are employed by 
the Liberal Democrat run coun- 
cil in Liverpool. 

The council is attacking 
their working hours. At the 
moment workers can accrue 
up to two days flexi-time in a 
month. It wants to halve that 
to one day. 

The council also wants to 
extend the working week so 
staff will be expected to work 
more at the outer limits of a 
7am to 7pm day. 


This attack will hit office- 
based staff. 

But the GMB and TGWU 
unions, who represent other 
sections of council workers, 
were also due to meet to dis- 
cuss the attack. It could mean 
extending everyone’s working 
week from 35 hours to 37 
hours. 

The 400 Unison members 
voted unanimously at their 
meeting to support the union 
branch executive’s recommen- 
dation that, if talks are not suc- 
cessful, there could be a ballot 
for industrial action. 

NIAL CASSELDEN 


The meeting, titled “British 
politics at the crossroads”, was 
a brilliant first step to bring 
people together to discuss that 
process. 

The main speaker, George 
Galloway, received a thunder- 
ous welcome and support for 
speaking the truth about the 
war. 

He stressed that the key 
question facing the movement 
is, “What is to be done?” 


Great 


“The question might be an- 
swered for me,” he said, refer- 
ring to his suspension from the 
Labour Party. 

“But all on the left, in all 
parties and none, have to con- 
sider urgently how to take the 
great movement which re- 
jected war and imperialism 
forward in a progressive polit- 
ical direction.” 

John Rees from the Social- 
ist Alliance also stressed that 
the movement against the war 
was not a passing mood. 

“We’ ve built the huge mass 
movement, and we have to 
begin the work of constructing 
an alternative,” he said. 

Dr Nasim, chair of the cen- 
tral mosque in Birmingham, 
said that however hard it was 
to break with mainstream par- 
ties like Labour, that the deci- 
sion had to be made. 

“Don’t forget,” he said to 
applause, “it is us that have 
been betrayed. No one asked 
the rank and file of the Labour 


Party if they wanted to change 
and become New Labour.” 

Contributions from the floor 
ranged from a report on the 
US’s disaster in Afghanistan to 
practical questions on what the 
movement should do now. 

Salma Yaqoob from the 
Birmingham Stop the War 
Coalition said, “We have to 
consolidate the existing groups 
opposing the government. We 
need a coalition of groups that 
can stand up in opposition to 
the mainstream parties.” 

She added, “We have to 
agree on a set of unifying prin- 
ciples. We need more meetings 
like this. We need to go round 
street by street, talking to 
people.” 

George Galloway summed 
up the meeting by stressing the 
importance of the reconvening 
of the People’s Assembly on 
30 August and of the next Stop 
the War national march on 27 
September. 


- * Fe r 
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Key union leader 
says Labour has 


surrendered to 
the fat cats 


TONY WOODLEY, the 
newly elected general secre- 
tary of the Transport and 
General Workers Union 
(TGWU), laid into New 
Labour at the union’s con- 
ference in Brighton this week. 

He accused the govern- 
ment of surrendering to big 
business. 

He made a devastating 
criticism of Alan Johnson, 
former leader of the CWU 
union, who is now a New 
Labour minister. 

He accused Johnson of 


AMT (nrows down 


Challenge to Blair 


by Kevin Ovenden 


THE RMT rail union 
took a historic step this 
week towards building 
a mass left wing chal- 
lenge to New Labour. 
The union which moved 
he resolution setting up the 
abour Party 103 years ago 
oted overwhelmingly at 
ts conference in Glasgow 
o allow funding for social- 
st candidates standing 
gainst New Labour. 
The decision blows a hole 
n the argument from leaders 
f the Labour Party and TUC 
hat there is no alternative to 
ust sticking with Labour. 
The motion, passed by 43 
otes to five, leaves the RMT 
nion formally affiliated to the 
abour Party but allows 
ranches to request the union’s 
xecutive to support socialist 
andidates outside Labour. 
RMT general secretary 
ob Crow made clear in the 
ebate that that included affil- 
ation to, for example, the 
cottish Socialist Party (SSP). 
There was an overwhelm- 
ng feeling from delegates that 
he union should back the SSP. 
very speech in the debate 
as marked by immense bit- 
erness at the betrayals of the 
ew Labour government. 
That included speeches 
rom the minority of de- 
egates who thought the 
nion should support only 
he Labour Party under all 
ircumstances. 
Bob Crow asked, “Tell me 
hat the difference is be- 
ween being privatised by 
ohn Major in a blue rosette 
nd Tony Blair and Alastair 
ampbell in a red rosette.” 
After outlining New 
abour attacks, he said, “And 


to cap it all we now have a 
cabinet of war criminals.” 

Other union conferences 
have seen fury from delegates 
at what New Labour is doing. 
The difference at the RMT 
was that delegates refused to 
be swayed by the argument 
that it is only possible to 
resist the government by 
working inside the Labour 
Party. 

The RMT’s position means 
it can continue to back a group 
of left Labour MPs, chaired by 
John McDonnell, but it will 
also back other socialists. 

McDonnell got a warm re- 
sponse when he spoke to the 
conference on Monday. But 
the majority of delegates 
clearly thought there was 
little chance of “reclaiming 
the Labour Party”. 


Sharp conflict 

George Galloway, speaking 
after McDonnell, doubted 
whether there were enough so- 
cialists left in parliament to re- 
claim Labour and whether 
there was the democratic space 
in the party to do so. 

Tommy Sheridan of the 
SSP won loud applause for 
his call for unions to “mod- 
ernise” the political fund, to 
break the monopoly of fund- 
ing to Labour. 

The success of the SSP in 
the Scottish Parliament elec- 
tions, where it got six MSPs 
under the proportional vote 
system, inspired delegates. 

“But it is not only in Scot- 
land,” said Mick Skiggs from 
Portsmouth. “We need a so- 
cialist framework south of the 
border. I believe that social- 
ists in this room can build that 
framework.” 

John MacDonald from 
Manchester said, “We’ve got 
to build something in Eng- 
land. My dad is 80 years old 


RMT members join protest at racist attack 


= 


and stays in the Labour Party, 
despite where it’s gone, be- 
cause he says there is 
nowhere else to go. 

“We’ve got to find some- 
where else to go.” 

London Underground 
worker Bob Law argued that 
it is possible to create that al- 
ternative by drawing together 
forces on the left. He said, 
“We’ ve taken the decision to 
back Ken Livingstone for the 
London mayor election. 

“But we have to look at 
getting candidates we can 


back for the Greater London 
Assembly too.” 

The RMT decision puts it 
in a sharp conflict with the 
government. But Labour 
leaders face huge problems 
over how to respond. 

If they ignore it, it will un- 
dermine the argument put by 
other union leaders that any 
move to fund other candi- 
dates amounts to disaffilia- 
tion from the Labour Party. 

If, however, they take 
action against the RMT it will 
create a backlash among ac- 


v, _ | 


RMT members supported a vigil in Walthamstow, east London, last week after the racist murder of Awais Alam. 
For full story turn to page 13 


tivists in every union against 
New Labour. 

Bob Crow said either way 
“we are not going to take 
from Labour what we’ ve 
taken over the last six years”. 

He said, “Sooner or later 
you are going to have to put 
your foot in the water’ to pull 
together the forces for a so- 
cialist alternative to Labour. 

He and other speakers 
pointed to the two million 
people who took to the streets 
on 15 February against the 
war as a key component of 
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such an alternative. 

RMT branches will now 
be debating what local candi- 
dates they would like to back 
and asking the national union 
to do so. That means a vibrant 
political debate among 65,000 
union members. 

“When other trade union- 
ists see what we have done,” 
said Brian Munro from 
London, “they will be lining 
up to say they want to do the 
same.” 

For more onRMT conference 
turn to page 15 


surrendering ‘“‘to the fat cats 
on every issue going”. 

The tone of his speech 
contrasted with that of re- 
tiring TGWU general secre- 
tary Bill Morris. 

Although Morris called 
for a review of the union’s 
links to the Labour Party, 
the core of his speech was 
an argument against those 
who say unions should cut 
their funds if the govern- 
ment flies in the face of 
union policies. 

The response to Morris 
from delegates was muted, 
with limited applause and 
no standing ovation. 

Like Morris, Woodley 
also argues for the need to 
reclaim the Labour Party. 

He has declared his in- 
tention to help shape a new 
campaign by key centre left 
unions to reclaim Labour 
and head off attempts to 
argue for union support for 
political parties to the left of 
Labour. 

But on the conference 
floor delegates repeatedly 
pointed to the government’s 
failure to measure up to the 
expectations of working 
class people. 

Motions critical of the 
government on issues from 
tuition fees to council hous- 
ing sell-offs, from founda- 
tion hospitals to anti trade 
union laws were passed 
unanimously. 

Delegate after delegate 
described the reality of 
Blair’s “flexible labour” 
Britain—insecurity, long 
hours and miserable low 
pay. 


Labour’s anti-union 
John Childs said, ““We used 
to talk about the campaign 
to repeal the Tories’ anti 
trade union laws. Now we 
have to talk about Labour’s 
anti-union laws.” 

John Cashman from 
London told delegates, 
“The Labour government 
of 1964 brought in anti- 
union legislation. It was ac- 
tually supposed to be a left 
wing government. 

“But the difference be- 
tween that government and 
this one is really the re- 
sponse of the trade unions. 
In the 1960s the TGWU led 
a hard struggle against the 
anti-union laws. 

“Today, the union is not 
playing the role we expect it 
to in campaigning to repeal 
this legislation.” 

In a debate about the pri- 
vatisation of public services, 
a delegate pointed out that 
Labour was “restoring the 
worst Thatcherism of the 
1980s, forcing workers to 
fight a never-ending battle 
against privatisation.” 

Annie Brenton told the 
conference, “Foundation 
hospitals are a great threat 
to the health service. This is 
a hugely flawed scheme 
which will mean a two-tier 
healthcare system.” 

And some delegates were 
clearly out of patience with 
waiting for Labour to de- 
liver. Ian Bruce told dele- 
gates, “If the government 
won’t listen, we should 
squeeze them by their tender 
bits until they do.” 

Judy Cox 
Full report on debates at 
TGWU conference next week. 
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‘tk ‘ 
Nursery nurses in Tower Hamlets raising their voices against the New Labour council 


United behind all-out nursery stnke 


OVER 200 nursery nurses, 
parents and children besieged 
the town hall in Tower Hamlets 
in east London last Friday. 

The nursery nurses are in 
their third week of all-out strike 
action against the New Labour 
council. Their fight has been 
backed by parents. 

“The nursery nurses should 
be properly paid and on decent 
terms and conditions,” 
explained Charlotte Browne, a 
parent and governor at the 
borough’s Harry Roberts 
nursery. 

“I feel strongly about my 
children’s education. | do not 
want them looked after and 
taught by people who are 
exploited and not properly 
paid.” 

The council agreed the 
nursery nurses should get a 
pay rise, after putting them 
through a “review”. 

But it wants to claw back 


some of the money by changing 
the workers’ contracts to term 
time only instead of all year 
round. 

Shahida Choudury is also a 
parent at Harry Roberts nursery, 
and runs the women’s centre on 
the local Ocean estate. 

“The nursery nurses do a 
fantastic job. They don’t get 
paid enough for the job they do. 
They deserve a proper pay 
rise.” 

The strike has united 
workers and parents from all 
sections of the local multiracial 
community—white, Bengali 
and Somali. 

The council hopes to sit the 
strike out until the summer 
holiday shutdown. 

There is a growing feeling 
among the strikers that they 
want a quick victory, not a 
long drawn out dispute. 

“We want the council to 
negotiate a settlement so we 


can go back to work,” says 
Berta Salvador, who works at 
Alice Model nursery. 

“We want a settlement 
soon,” says Shaheda Patel 
from Manorfield nursery. 

The key to winning that 
quick victory is to rapidly step 


up the pressure on the council. 


That means winning active 
solidarity from parents, but 
also from other workers in the 
area and across London. 

“We are going to keep 
adding pressure. We are 
building support for a rally on 
9 July and a lobby of the 
council,” explained a nursery 
worker. 


Paul Robertson and Paul McGarr 
Unison members in some schools 
and other council workplaces in 
London were taking more strike 
action this week as part of their 
continuing campaign for a rise in 
the London weighting pay 
allowance. 


Picture: Jess Hurd www.reportdigital.co.uk 


‘Our pay Is 
low to Kee 
profits high 


Managers tell them they are ‘gutless’, but 


HEALTH WORKERS from the 
North Lincolnshire NHS Trust 
were coming to the end of 
their eight days of alternate 
strike days last week. 

They wanted to end with a bang 
and decided to take their fight to the 
multinational company that refuses 
to pay the £5.02 an hour they are 
demanding. 

The company, Carillion, has 
plush headquarters in Wolverhamp- 
ton. It took 40 strikers six hours on a 
coach to get there from Goole, 
Grimsby and Scunthorpe. 

But the long, hot journey did not 
dampen their determination to make 
their voices heard. 

Everyone joined in chanting, 
“Carillion bosses, hear us shout, pay 
up now or we’ll stay out.” 

Other slogans were directed at 
John McDonagh, Carillion’s chief 
executive. 

“Old McDonagh had a farm, ee-i 
ee-i oh, with a fat cat here and a fat 
cat there, here a fat cat, there a fat cat, 
everywhere are fat cats,” sang the 
striking porters, cleaners and cater- 
ing workers. 

One striking porter carried a plac- 
ard with a picture of McDonagh and 
Tony Blair at a posh dinner from the 
Carillion staff magazine. 

The strikers have established a 
deeply felt spirit of unity, despite 
the fact that they are on different 
contracts. 

These leave some without sick 
pay, others without pensions, and all 
on wages that just hover above the 
minimum wage. 

Unison shop steward Joe told So- 
cialist Worker, “We are giving the 
company a few days grace to come 
up with a better offer. But if they 
don’t we are planning another eight 


days strike on alternate days, starting 
on 11 July. 

“We rejected their last, slightly 
improved, offer by 80 percent. Since 
then we have dug in deeper. 

“They don’t care what is happen- 
ing to us, so we thought we would 
bring the issue out of Lincolnshire 
and to them.” 

Jane, a shop steward from 
Grimsby, said, “We have had enough 
of being shouted at and abused. 

“There is one domestic per ward. 
We do drinks, meals, empty yellow 
bags and keep the kitchens clean. 
We get £4.30 an hour for that, with 
no extra for working Saturdays or 
Sundays. 

“T know it sounds stupid, but the 
teapots leak, and they could scald 
someone. 

“We have told them again and 
again, and nothing happens. 

“Supervisors just think we are 
gutless morons, they never thought 
we would go through with this strike. 


Picket line 

“They care more about their share- 
holders’ dividends than about their 
workers or their patients. They go on 
to us about patient care, but we know 
what they really think. 

“We are not going to give in.” 

Sue, a striker from Grimsby, was 
wearing a T-shirt with a picture of the 
picket line printed on the front. 

She told Socialist Worker, “The 
managers are trying to intimidate us 
into going back. They are bringing in 
scab labour. 

“This manager told us one third 
of the strikers had gone back, but I 
shot her down in flames with a few 
statistics. 

“Some 122 strikers in our hospi- 
tal voted against their last offer. 


Solidarity and singing 


“EVERYONE HERE is getting ab- 
solutely drenched, but we’ re doing a 
round of ‘Singing in the Rain’, and 
morale is very high!” 

So reported porter and Unison 
shop steward Mike Phillips from 
the picket line outside the Royal 
Bolton Hospital on Monday of this 
week. 

The 150 low paid hospital work- 
ers were beginning another three 
days of strike action against their 
profiteering bosses, ISS Mediclean. 

This follows on from the three 
days of strike action the porters and 
domestics took last week to demand 
£5.60 an hour (porters) and £5 an 
hour (domestics). 

“We are completely resolute,” 
said Mike Phillips on Monday. 

“And we are filling up the walls 
with letters of support and donations. 

“We are having a rally tomorrow 
at midday because it is Unison’s 
tenth anniversary. 

“Every union officer in Britain 
has been invited to the rally tomor- 


row and to support our strike. 

“We’ve had letters of support 
from Scotland, Plymouth, 
Hairmyres, London, Royal Liver- 
pool and Northern Ireland. 

“Patients and members of the 
public from places like Bolton, 
Rochdale and Birmingham have also 
lent their support, as has the North 
West local government housing de- 
partment.” 

The strikers also planned to 
demand their say at a meeting of the 
hospital trust board this week. 

Workers at Whipps Cross Hospi- 
tal in East London are set to take two 
days of strike action against ISS 
Mediclean on Thursday 10 July and 
Friday 11 July. 

The Whipps Cross workers have 
already taken five days of strike 
action to win a pay rise and NHS 
terms and conditions. 

These strikes, along with that in 
Bolton, are a sign of the anger 
against low pay and privatisation 
which exists in the NHS. 


yy health workers say they are not giving up the 
») fight against low pay 


“Just 10 voted to accept it. Only 
eight people have gone back out of 
around 350.” 

Glenda from Goole Hospital said, 
“We have kept it up more than I ever 
thought we would. They say it isn’t 
hurting them, but it is. We know they 
are losing thousands from the can- 
teen alone. 

“They are an invisible com- 
pany—they have no faces. That’s 
why we decided to come to them.” 


Filthy wards 

Pat told Socialist Worker, “Everyone 
is still 100 percent. We are getting a 
great response from people and other 
staff in the hospital.” 

Many strikers are fuming about 
the impact of the scab labour in the 
hospitals. 

One striker said, “The place is left 
like a pigsty. The supervisors don’t 
give a toss. 

“The health and safety proce- 
dures count for nothing and the 
wards are filthy.” 

Another striker added, “It’s not 
just about pay. It’s about everything. 
Part of the last package they offered 
gave us two days compassionate 
leave. 

“TImagine—your mum dies and 
you are supposed to take two days 
then go back to normal. 

“Privatisation means they keep 
our pay low to keep their profits 
high.” 

Another added, “They think be- 
cause we are cleaners we are thick, 
but in fact we are a team. There’s 
doctors and nurses and us. No one is 
better than anyone else.” 

Judy Cox 

For a lowdown on Carillion and ISS 
Mediclean and other fat cat firms in 
the NHS, turn to pages 8 and 9 


BACK THE STRIKES 


Send messages of 
solidarity, financial 
donations and requests for 
speakers: 

North Lincolnshire 

c/o J Koper, 44 Cliff 
Gardens, Scunthorpe DN15. 
Cheques payable to 
Scunthorpe Health Branch 
Hardship Fund. 

Bolton 

Unison Health Fund, Royal 
Bolton Hospital, Bolton, 
BL4 OJR. Phone 07956 817 
732. 

Whipps Cross 

Unison Office, Whipps 
Cross Hospital, 
Leytonstone, London E11. 
Cheques payable to Unison 
ISS Whipps Cross Hardship 
Fund. 

Tower Hamlets 

Unison, York Hall, Old Ford 
Road, London E2. Phone 
020 8983 0637. 


